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cable length and a Dual or
Single Ear version. 

LIST PRICE 

100% SITUATIONAL AWARENESS
The micro speaker + the open ear tip makes it possible
to hear both your surroundings and your radio.

0% EAR FATIGUE
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Designed to stay in the ear canal all day. You
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means reallocate

RAMESH NYBERG

From Defund to Retool
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…AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH
Continued from page 6

carriers and SWAT gear (or Batmo-
biles). It doesn’t matter, just take it 
away; we’ll figure out where later! 

 Then, there was more horror in our 
schools. Students gunned down in 
classrooms and hallways. A seeming-
ly bumbling, timid police response in 
Uvalde, Texas, cost young lives. Citi-
zens loudly called for more aggressive 
police tactics to take down the killer. 
The sight of heavily armed, even mil-
itaristic, cops guarding our schools 
became a comfort, not a threat. By 
mid-2022, only 31% of Americans be-
lieve that police funding needs to be 
redirected to community social ser-
vices (Newsweek, May 2022) and a 
left-wing president even said, “Fund 
our police and give them the tools they 
need.” 

 Perhaps people are figuring out 
some simple truths. Maybe they start-
ed asking questions in a rational man-
ner:

 Do we want more professionalism in 
our police departments?

 Do we want better training or better 
supervision? Do we want to hire more 
mature, intelligent officers? 

 Yes, we want it all. Now, here is the 
big one: Can we do all that with less 
funding? 

 We, brothers and sisters, have 
known the answer to this all along. We 
are the ones who have always wanted 
more professional, mature, intelligent 
people to serve beside us and at all 
levels of the chain of command. We 
are the ones who have dutifully add-
ed weight to our already heavy uni-
form gear, donning TASER®s, body-
cams and other items in the name of 
less-than-lethal weaponry and better 
accountability. We are the ones who 
have faced the onslaught of mental ill-
ness and violence, and often paid with 
our own lives. 

 So, what has become of the move-
ment? The better question is: What 
has it become? In some places, so-
cial services and police have come 
to a meeting of the minds to address 
the critical problem of mental illness. 
In Denver, Colorado, the city’s STAR 
(Support Team Assisted Response) 

personnel respond to nonviolent cases 
of trespassing, vagrancy and low-level 
public nuisances. STAR personnel are 
unarmed mental health “first respond-
ers” whose first task is to determine if 
police are needed on scene at all. If 
they can handle the situation without 
law enforcement, they put their social 
work training in gear and get the indi-
vidual the help they need, be it med-
ical or otherwise. STAR has relieved 
police officers of some 3,000 calls for 
service since it went into action. STAR 
currently operates only from 6:00 a.m. 
to 10:00 p.m., when their highest call 
volume occurs, to respond to “low-lev-
el behavioral health problems.” 

 The “defund” movement isn’t quite 
dead. Instead, it might be taking on a 
new form. What once appeared to be 
a hopeless, irrevocable conflict has in-
stead evolved into new strategies and 
efforts to tackle a problem which has 
long been dumped only on police offi-
cers. 

 When you work with food, there’s 
going to be the occasional rodent 
which evades your best sanitary ef-
forts. When you work around unpre-
dictable, volatile situations and unsta-
ble humans, you’re going to get the 
occasional overreaction, error and 
misuse of authority. 

 And when you stop paying attention 
to what’s “going viral” and use team-
work to find solutions, new roles can 
be created to address old problems. 

 Then, maybe, we can start laughing 
at jokes again. P&SN  

 Ramesh Nyberg retired from law en-
forcement in November 2006 after 27 
years in police work. He lives in Miami 
and teaches criminal justice at a local 
high school. He also teaches region-
al law enforcement courses through 
Training Force, USA. He enjoys get-
ting feedback from readers and can 
be reached at ramesh.nyberg@gmail.
com. Also, Ram has recently an-
nounced his newly published book, 
The Ten Must-Haves to Be a Great 
Detective, available on Amazon in both 
paperback and Kindle eBook. You can 
find it by visiting https://tinyurl.com/
hwc2xajm                                             

See us at the SHOT Show – 
Booth #20117
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January 17TH–20TH, 2023
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New Swivel Drop Leg Extension 
 Alien Gear Holsters® recently announced 
the new Swivel Drop Leg extension for the 
Rapid Force™ duty holster product line. 
Made from a high impact strength, poly-
mer blend, the Swivel Drop Leg is a single 
strap, Quick Disconnect System (QDS), 
drop leg holster extension which uses a 
swivel design to move in tandem with the 
wearer’s leg. The innovative movement sys-
tem increases overall mobility without sacri-
ficing security. The Swivel Drop Leg exten-
sion covers less leg space and has an easy 
reach for a secure draw and reholster. It 
offers an adjustable ride height for low, mid-
dle and high and works with the Alien Gear 
Locking Belt Slide and other QDS mounts.

aliengearholsters.com 

 The FN SCAR 15P in 5.56x45mm fea-
tures a light recoiling, piston-driven platform. 
This platform enables all shooting positions, 
locking in any grip on the upper receiver un-
der fire. Its nonreciprocating, dual charging 
handles remain static under fire, allowing 
the shooter to grip the rail at any location. 
The fully ambidextrous operating controls 
also adapt to any shooter. 
 The 15P utilizes a short stroke gas piston 
system with an adjustable low flash gas reg-
ulator. The new bolt carrier produces less 
felt recoil perfected for a pistol length gas 
system. It also features a free-floating, cold 
hammer forged, chrome lined 7.5" barrel 
and a one-piece machined aluminum upper 
for lasting accuracy. 

fnamerica.com 

New .300 Blackout Ammo 
 Shooters looking for ultimate performance will be pleased 
with the 110-grain Tipped TSX (TTSX)™ from Black Hills 
Ammunition. This projectile was designed with a long ogive 
to ensure smooth and positive feeding – even from full 30 
round magazines. It expands immediately upon impact and 
retains nearly 100% of its weight, penetrating to desired 
depths of 18"+. 
  Testing has shown that it performs well through tough barriers, such as car doors and 
windshields, making this suitable for police patrol rifles. 

black-hills.com 

JG STO-5 Special Tactical Operator  
 Jacob Grey Firearms’ ULTRALIGHT Op-
erator SBR is made in the USA. Its billet alu-

minum construction 
makes it lightweight, 
yet solid and highly 
accurate. Built with a 
10.5 inch barrel, it can 
be chambered in 5.56 
or .300 Blackout and 
includes a highly pol-
ished DLC bolt carrier 
group and a tactical 
quad rail for add on 
accessories. The UL-
TRALIGHT Operator 
SBR incorporates a 
lengthy list of high 
quality components 

and the included accessories are numerous 
as well.

jacobgreyfirearms.com 

New S&W® EQUALIZER™

 Smith & Wesson® Brands has recently in-
troduced the S&W EQUALIZER. 
Next gen EZ technology, low 
recoil impulse and versatile 
magazine capacity make 
the EQUALIZER an 
impressive CCW. 
This 9mm hand-
gun provides a 
balance of power 
and capacity across 
ten, 13 and 15 round magazines. The 
EQUALIZER features a single-action trig-
ger which allows for a short take-up, clean 
break and fast reset to make follow-up shots 
quicker. The slide operates using easy to 
rack technology to cater to a wide variety 
of needs and the frame includes a picatin-
ny-style rail to mount lights or lasers. A new 
optic cut pattern allows the user to mount 
their choice of sight for enhanced accuracy 
and the 3.675" barrel gives a longer sight ra-
dius for increased iron sight precision.

smith-wesson.com

SAINT® Victor 9mm Carbine
 The SAINT Victor 9mm Carbine deliv-
ers a pistol caliber carbine with all of the 
performance and capabilities expected 
from the SAINT Victor line. From its full-
length, free-floated handguard with M-Lok® 

real estate for accessories to its forged up-
per and lower receivers designed around 
pistol-caliber cartridges, this 9mm carbine 
features a direct blowback system of opera-
tion which ensures rock-solid reliability. 
 The B5 Systems Bravo Stock features an 
ergonomic cheek weld, as well as integrat-
ed QD sling mounts and no slip cushioned 
butt pad.
 The SAINT Victor 9mm Carbine’s SA 
Forward Blast Diverter is designed to max-
imize control and minimize muzzle flip, and 
the flip-up sights come standard, ensuring 
the rifle is ready to go when you need it.
 Constructed of rugged steel, the Colt® 
pattern magazines for the SAINT Victor 
9mm Carbine feature a 32 round capacity 
and interface with the carbine’s dedicated 
lower and magazine well designed specifi-
cally for this round.

springfield-armory.com

Firearms, Ammunition and Accessories

Updated CAL Atlas Bipod®

 The CAL (Cant And Loc) Atlas Bipod 
offers the same novel Atlas features – five 
independent leg positions with height ad-
justability and quick change feet – with Cant 
only. Originally 30º of Cant, it now has 63º 
of adjustable, preloaded Cant! The lack of 
Pan ensures the bore stays perpendicular 
to the bipod legs. Designed to maximize 
the strength-to-weight ratio, Atlas provides 
strength and durability law enforcement pro-
fessionals require. They are proudly made 
in America. 
 accu-shot.com

FN SCAR® 15P Rifle 
Caliber Pistol
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Duty RDS™ Red Dot Sight
 The Duty RDS, from Aimpoint, offers 
a bright, crisp 2 MOA dot which is ideal for 
short to medium range target engagements. 
The windage and elevation adjustments are 
flush mounted and waterproof, eliminating 
the need for protective caps. The turret ad-
justments provide audible “clicks” to aid in 
zeroing the optic. The brightness intensity 
switch is a new digital keypad designed for 
ease of use even while wearing gloves.
   A pressure forged aluminum alloy housing 
provides durability against extreme abuse 
and drastic temperature changes. The sight 
is vibration- and shock-resistant, and sub-
mersible up to 80 feet. Powered by a single 
CR2032 battery, the ACET technology pro-
vides over three years of constant-on use at 
daylight position seven and even longer on 
the night vision compatible settings.
 The Duty RDS comes with a one-piece 
torsion nut mount which attaches to MIL-
STD-1913 Picatinny rails.
 aimpoint.us

Hellcat® Pro with Shield  
SMSc Optic

 The Springfield Armory® Hellcat Pro 
9mm pistol is now offered packaged with 
the Shield SMSc 4 M.O.A. micro red dot 
optic.
 The slide is milled with the Springfield 
Micro™ footprint, designed to direct mount 
the smallest, most popular micro red dots 
on the market for the lowest mount pos-
sible. The included Shield Shield SMSc 
4 M.O.A. micro red dot fits the slide cut 
perfectly.
 The Shield optic weighs just a hair over 
½ ounce and is powered by a single in-
cluded CR2032 battery for years of use 
without replacement. The optic automati-
cally adjusts the brightness of the dot for 
seamless use and it co-witnesses with 
the Hellcat Pro’s U-Dot™ sights which are 
made up of a high visibility tritium and lu-
minescent front sight paired with a Tactical 
Rack rear sight.

springfield-armory.com

Hellcat® Pro in Desert FDE
 Springfield Armory® has recently announced 
the release of the Hellcat Pro 9mm pistol in 
Desert Flat Dark Earth (FDE). The Desert 
FDE Hellcat Pro is a compact pistol cham-
bered in 9mm which offers 15+1 capacity in 
a smaller footprint than any other gun in its 
class. 
 At just one inch wide, the slim-line grip increas-
es contact and control, while the additional mass 
in the longer slide and barrel translates into re-
duced muzzle flip and faster follow-up shots. The 
lightweight polymer frame features an Adaptive 
Grip Texture™, as well as an OSP™ (Optical Sight 
Pistol) configuration. The slide is milled with the 
Springfield Micro™ footprint, designed to direct 
mount the smallest, most popular micro red dots 
on the market for the lowest mount possible. 
 The Hellcat Pro’s proven performance 
helped it gain the respected and highest “gold” 
ranking in the “Member Tested and Recom-
mended” (MTR) program of the National Tacti-
cal Officers Association (NTOA).

springfield-armory.com

More Than Just an Expo
Training    Product Demos    Manufacturer Exhibits    & More

For more information, visit nobletrex.com or stop by booth # 30103 at SHOT Show

February 23-24, 2023
Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center
National Harbor, MD

Register Today
Event is free to attend for qualified attendees: Active Duty Military, 

Law Enforcement, Fed/State/Local Gov Agencies, & First Responders.
Not open to retired military, spouses, or children. Foreign nationals MUST pre-register in advance, no on-site 

registration. This is a Widely Attended Gathering (WAG), consult your agency ethics official for any questions/advice 
about Government ethics rules.
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It's in the Eyes
A little bit of the science behind precision shooting helps to explain a lot.

WARD W. BRIEN © 2021

Use Promo Code C H A M B E RC H A M B E R F R E EF R E E
for FREE SHIPPINGFREE SHIPPING for On-line Orders

Your Gun GuardianYour Gun Guardian

11..866866..467467..97239723
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DRAGON SKIN®

STRETCH

100% Ergonomic

www.hi-tec.qc.ca service@hi-tec.qc.ca

Made in Canada

1
2
3
4

Sold only in sets ie: (INNER AND OUTER BELT)

4 ERGONOMIC advantages over any 
other duty belt in the world.

1-888-709-4400

PATENTED
PROPERTY
INTELLECTUAL

/hitecintervention Hi-tec Intervention

Think about what occurs when a 
spoon is placed in a glass of water. The 
deeper the spoon travels into the water, 
the larger the linear offset or the larger 
the spoon appears to bend even though 
the angle of the spoon is constant.

at different angles when encountering 
each individual lens because the lens-
es are designed with different indexes 
of refraction. The shape and purposes 
of the multiple lenses are an attempt 
to correct for the negative effects by 
constraining and/or guiding the path of 
the photons. A convex shaped lens will 
cause the light to be focused inward 
towards the center, producing an ac-
curate exiting “focal point” or where the 

-
cave lens which is hollowed or rounded 
inward like a bowl will cause the light 
to spread, bending outward and away 

away from the constrained or guided 
countering

the optical design of the optics. When 
you move your eye away from the op-

are changing all of the incident and re-
fractive angles of every single lens in 
the stack; everything that the scope has 
been designed to accomplish has been 
corrupted. These negative results of ac-
curacy are caused in part by the optical 
effects of “coma aberration.” 

being aimed at a tall ladder paper target. 
The tall ladder target is utilized to cali-
brate your scope, assuring that its click 
adjustments are accurate. However, if 
you look closely at the reticle, you will 
notice that the third mil mark, left, right 
and down, do not line up with the mil 
marks on the target. As you move low-
er, or right and left, you will notice that 
the additional mil marks of the reticle 
progressively move further and further 
away from the mil marks on the target. 

Convex and concave lens
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IT'S IN THE EYES
Continued from page 13

Shamrock Filling / Aerko International
1922 26 St, NE Canton OH 44705  • 1-800-565-8475

www.aerko.com

AERKO INTERNATIONAL/SHAMROCK FILLING
Manufacturing Police Quality Aerosol Irritant Projectors since 1973.

Innovative Nonflammable Formulations for the new millennium

OC or CS/OC Options
Stream, Fogger or Vapor sprays, Tactical sprays and aerosol grenades

FREEZE+P NF, PUNCH II NF, CLEAROUT DEEP FREEZE and
PUNCH II VAPOR When

ordering, be
sure to mention

SHOT Show
for 10%
discount.

and is why you must never use the hold-
over method of aiming when aiming out-
side one third of the optical center of the
viewing portion of the center of the lens.

Optical Errors
If you refer to a book titled Principles

of Optics, authored by Max Born and
Emil Wolf, it discusses optical errors
and a class of aberrations called “Se-

spherical, coma, astigmatism, curvature

It is the coma aberration due to

that, when your eye or pupil is moved
off of the center of the viewing axis by

of view of the lens, the image becomes

This is why you will encounter a high
vertical miss, as well as an off-center
horizontal miss, when utilizing the hold-

-
ing up or down on angles because the
lenses will be positioned at a greater

an increased incidence of light onto
the lenses which will cause the light
to bend at a steeper downward angle

in turn causes the distorted image to
be greatly
reasons, it is imperative that you keep
your eye in the optical center of the
viewing portion of the lens and use

Some people have tried to excuse

Lens focusing an image which has an

-
-

The Triple Threat Kit is equipped

with a 58” Reach It Tool,

the Inflatable Wedge and

the Rhino Pry Wedge.

Everything is neatly housed in a

60” durable canvas case.

Just what you need to

Get In - Unlock -
Move On

Regular Price – $88.95

With This Ad – $68.95

800-874-5625
nextgentool.com

-
-
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JAMAR
Technologies, Inc.

 www.jamartech.com
1-800-776-0940 • 1-215-361-2244

1500C Industry Road, Hatfield, PA 19440

• Fast and Easy to Install 
• Address Speeding Complaints
• Covert ‘Black Box’ Collection
• Keeps Personnel Off Roads
• Clear, Easy-to-Read Reports
• Quick Payback & No Recurring Fees

Law Enforcement II Radar – 
 Speeding Complaint Management

2. Deploy Law Enforcement RADAR 
Sets up in under 10 minutes!

3. STARnext reports 
Designed for Law Enforcement.

Tired of speeding complaints? Address them effectively and efficiently. 

1. Speeding Complaint
“I see cars 
flying by 

every day!”

Law Enforcement II Radar – 
 Speeding Complaint Management

NO
REPEAT

FEES

WE PRODUCE IN SMALL QUANTITIES, 

EACH OF OUR STATIONS CRAFTING NO MORE 

THAN 20,000 ROUNDS PER DAY. WE’RE A 

BOUTIQUE AMMO COMPANY IN THAT SENSE.

more is not better.
better is better.

THERE ARE AMMO PLANTS CAPABLE 
OF PRODUCING NEARLY FOUR MILLION 

ROUNDS A DAY. THAT’S NOT US. 
WE ARE A CRAFT AMMUNITION MAKER,

and you can’t 
automate craft.

Our process is slow, 
on purpose.

SLOW SO WE CAN WATCH EACH ROUND 

BEING MADE. SLOW SO THAT EVERY SINGLE 

ONE CAN BE HELD AND INSPECTED 

BY HAND BEFORE EARNING OUR NAME.

OUR PRODUCT HAS BEEN COMPARED TO 
HANDMADE JEWELRY, BECAUSE IT’S MADE BY PEOPLE 

WHOSE CRAFT TOOK YEARS TO DEVELOP. AND YOU CAN’T 

recreate craft in any kind 
of artificial way.

ALMOST NO AMMUNITION MANUFACTURER 
INSPECTS EVERY SINGLE ROUND, BUT WE DO. 

IT TAKES EXTRA TIME AND COST TO
HUNT FOR THE SMALLEST IMPERFECTION,

but we wouldn’t do it
any other way.

WE STARTED BY HAND-LOADING AMMO 

WE COULD COUNT ON IN THE LINE OF DUTY. 

FOUR DECADES LATER AND WE’RE STILL

independently owned,
STILL MAKING A PRODUCT 

WE’D STAKE OUR LIVES ON.

See us at the SHOT Show – Booth #15227

away the use of turrets, suggest-
ing that the click value isn’t precise; 
the solution which has been used for 
years is to simply calibrate your scope. 
As with all precision machines, mills, 
lathes, and screws, the further into the 
adjustment, the more backlash may be 
encountered. Backlash is caused by 
the pitch angle of the screw’s threads 
and the gap in between them. There is 
a simple remedy for backlash. Simply 
adjust your turret(s) four clicks beyond 
where you want to be and then return 
to the correct setting. 

Correctly shaped lenses (a combi-
nation of convex, concave and oth-
ers) will produce a small beam of light 
which is colinear with the centerline 
of the optical stack. Upon exiting, the 
beam of light will theoretically be par-
allel and match the size of your pupil. 

Obviously, there is much more here 
than “meets the eye,” as the optic(s) 
create(s) a clear, non-chromatic aber-
ration (to focus all colors to the same 
point).

Eyes are an extension of the brain. 

Each eye has approximately 120,000,000 
photoreceptive rods, cones and ganglion 
cells. However, to put this in layman’s 
terms, these photoreceptive cells (rods 
and cones) are what receive the light/
image(s) and transfer them to the brain. 
Interestingly enough, men’s and wom-
en’s eyes are uniquely different.  

Men vs. Women: One Key Physical 
Difference Explained

A potential Mountain Shooting Cen-
ter student once asked if he and his 
wife could attend a course and share 
the same rifle. I said that they could 
attend the course, although they could 
not share the same rifle. So, what’s 
the difference? Women have more 
photoreceptive cells then men do. The 
reason for this is that men’s and wom-
en’s eyes are designed for different 
tasks and purposes.

Men’s eyes are designed to see fine 
movement at long distances. Wom-
en’s eyes are designed to be able to 
see many more colors and shades of 
colors than men can see and excel at 

close distances. In fact, when a man 
looks at a bouquet of red roses, he 
sees only one color – red. However, 
when a woman looks at a bouquet of 
red roses, every rose is a different 
shade of red. She sees an entirely dif-
ferent spectrum of colors!

When it comes to men, their pupils 
can dilate to an average of about six 
millimeters during low light condi-
tions. Women’s pupils can dilate to 
eight or even nine millimeters during 
low light conditions. In fact, women’s 
pupils are dilated larger than men’s 
most of the time which is why they 
may often contract headaches and 
wearing sunglasses is a must. 

Objective Lenses and Eye Relief
Riflescope objective size is not de-

signed by happenstance. Based upon a 
factor of six (for men) which is the av-
erage pupil size of a young man in low 
or reduced light conditions (6mm pupil 
size), the objective size of the riflescope 
or other optics determines the maximum 
magnification setting which can be uti-
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Angle Cosine Indicator
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• Fast, Accurate & Reliable
•
• No Electronics, No Batteries & No Failures
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IT'S IN THE EYES
Continued from page 15

lized to promote maximum light transmis-
sion. This is because the exiting light size
or “exit pupil” diameter emitted from the
ocular lens of the scope must match the
size of your pupil.

To accomplish this, the relationship is
as follows:

Objective size/pupil size = maximum

transmission.
For example, based upon a 6mm pupil

size, a 40mm objective can transmit max-
imum light in a low light condition when the

objective can transmit maximum light in
-

transmits maximum light in a low light con-

-
mit maximum light in a low light condition

pupil size, a 40mm objective can trans-
mit maximum light in a low light condition

light in a low light condition when the mag-
-

jective transmits maximum light in a low

can transmit maximum light in a low light

7 power.
When setting up your scope, it is im-

for either a man or a woman. Eye relief is
-

ular lens. The eye relief for a man will be
further away from the ocular lens than for
a woman. This situation of eye relief dis-
tance also brings to light the topic of length
of pull into consideration and, again, is
why men and women should not share the

P&SN
Mr. Brien is a US Army veteran and

owner of Sniper Tools Design Company,
LLC. He manufactures the Angle Cosine
Indicator (ACI) and Angle Degree Indi-
cator (ADI) used by snipers to determine
the “corrected for gravity” distance to tar-
get when engaging targets on angles. Mr.
Brien also owns the Mountain Shooting
Center and instructs a Steep Angle, High
Altitude Mountain Shooting Course to US
and foreign Special Forces snipers. Mr.
Brien has published many articles re-
garding precision shooting.

Offering Law Enforcement
Professionals a Choice!

912 Bethel Circle  •  Waunakee, WI  53597 • 800/ 356-7472  •  FAX 608/ 849-6315
www.humanerestraint.com

Transport Leg Brace
Impedes Running and Kicking

Slow ’em down

Weighted Locking
Leg Weight for
Transport

Ambulatory
Restraints

Humane
Tether

Transport
Belts
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POLICEAMMO FROM THE GUN SHOP

60 Main Street #D ||  Vincentown, New Jersey 08088-8870
Tel: 609-859-1997  |  Fax: 609-859-3099  | info@policeammo.com

“Using less lethal marking ammunition with
force on force scenario-based training

and stress of  a life-threatening situation.”

The Premier Less Lethal Marking Round

When Budgets are Tight, Train More but Spend Less
UMAREX T4E

TRAINING FOR SURVIVAL
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What Are the
LEADERSHIP
PRINCIPLES of
ELITE
TACTICAL
TEAMS?
JON BECKER

The strategies and approaches for
creating elite performance are
myriad as are the number of “lead-
ership gurus” who, for a price, will

teach you their foolproof method for forg-
ing a high performing team. Yet, somehow,
despite this abundance of information,
poor leadership continues to occur and
we continue to see catastrophic failures
during critical events rather than high per-
formance. What is it that separates suc-
cess and failure? What makes elite teams
perform at such a high level in complicated
and demanding environments? The an-
swer is one word: culture.

For the past four decades, I have had
the privilege of working with, and serving,
some of the most elite tactical units in the
world. As the CEO of a business which fo-
cuses on the protection of tactical opera-

tors, I have had the gift of a ringside seat to
observe what makes elite units so unique.
Strikingly, the most interesting observation
I have made is that, despite being located
all over the world, coming from a variety
of origins, and operating under divergent
mission sets, all elite units I have worked
with have a similar culture which resolves

-
tionality of culture, individual accountabili-
ty, direct communication, rigorous enforce-
ment of high standards, and obsessive
attention to fundamentals. These practices
facilitate the unit culture which then drives
the elite performance.

Culture: Intentionally Built
Culture is like a reputation; you have

one whether you want it or not and, if you

not a good one. Culture drives the limits
of personal behavior and, for elite units,
culture is a very intentional thing. Nothing
is left to chance. Cultural rules are delib-
erate, are usually written, are taught to
everyone, and are enshrined into unit tra-
ditions. These traditions indoctrinate new

members of their responsibilities to each
other and to the unit; and they provide a
standard against which members can
measure themselves. The celebration and
veneration of unit heroes create role mod-
els for new members and serve to ensure

that everyone in the organization is edu-
cated about what it means to be a part of
the team. To an outsider, the mission state-
ments, unit mottos, logos, challenge coins,
etc. which are common in elite units may

which quietly and steadfastly share the
gospel of the unit and establish the values
against which everyone will be measured.

Accountability: Individual
A team is no greater than the sum of its

parts. To achieve high performance, elite

During an operation, each member of the
team must deliver 100% of their capa-

mentally clear, well trained, and maintain
an extremely high level of skills across
a very wide swath of disciplines. Core to

Each team member must provide
100% of their talent and skills to each
operation.

The question of
what creates elite
performance in a team
is a frequent topic for
discussion in both law
enforcement training
and textbooks.
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See us at the SHOT Show – Booth #11217
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achieving this is a culture of individual ac-
countability. Every single person is respon-
sible for himself/herself and for meeting 
the requirements of his/her job. This is a 
responsibility not only to oneself, but to ev-
ery man and woman he/she works with, as 
well as to the unit as a whole. Each mem-
ber is expected to conduct himself/herself 
as a professional and to constantly strive 
toward excellence. Moreover, members 
are personally accountable to one another 
for their actions.  

Communication: Unvarnished and Direct
As a result of individual accountability (or 

perhaps an enabler of it), virtually all elite 
units have communication which is direct, 
unvarnished and driven by a culture of 
saying exactly what you are thinking. This 
does not mean that it’s okay to be rude or 
abusive (although there is plenty of that 
recreationally), just direct and candid. In 
other words, their culture allows members 
to challenge one another in a direct way 
without being considered rude. Although 
much of this is accomplished through in-
direct social pressure (e.g., “Hey, Becker, 
are you getting fat?” or “Wow, you really 

shot bad today, huh, buddy?”), it is also 
perfectly acceptable to directly challenge 
one another on their thinking, behavior, 
skills, etc. This even carries over to the 
team’s self-assessments. The after-action 
debrief which follows an operation is a no-
holds-barred event for most units when 
movement patterns and tactics are ago-
nized over in relentless pursuit of improve-
ment. Being professional takes priority 
over being nice. This is the land of “brutal 
honesty” and it has to be – their lives di-
rectly depend on each other. Proper social 
graces and mediocrity can often run hand-

in-hand. Being too concerned about each 
other’s feelings or how to express oneself 
can prevent accountability. If preserving 
egos becomes the primary concern, it be-
comes very easy to ignore people’s nega-
tive behavior, failing to meet standards, or 
their inattention to detail which ultimately 
may lead to tragedy.

Fundamental Skills: Agonized Over
A common trait among all elite per-

formers is an obsessive attention to 
fundamental details. There are myriad 
stories about Michael Jordan shooting 
thousands of free throws, working on shot 
fundamentals and binge-watching game 
films. The same is true with elite tactical 
units. Small details are essential to elite 
performance. Good technique forms the 
basis for skills and skills form the basis 
for tactics. Elite units know this and spend 
a great deal of time working on them. The 
amount of time elite units spend work-
ing on fundamental shooting skills, basic 
tactical movement and other perishable 
skills would surprise most people. While 
it is very easy to think that the best of the 
best spend their time working on only su-

Call 866-498-8228
targets.net •  Sales@targets.net

Qualification
Targets Inc.

• Paper Targets
• Cardboard Backers
• Carboard Targets
• Ear & Eye Protection
• Gun CLeaning Kits
• Less Lethal Targets

• Target Pasters
• Plastic Backers
• PolyFoam Backers
• Shot Timers
• Steel Targets 
• Target Stands

The after-action debrief should be an 
unrestrained meeting for open and 
honest discussions regarding pat-
terns and tactics.

WHAT ARE THE LEADERSHIP PRINCIPLES OF ELITE TACTICAL TEAMS?
Continued from page 18
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Standards: Very High and Rigorously
Enforced

Conclusion

P&SN
Jon Becker is the Founder/CEO of

AARDVARK Tactical and the creator of
Project7 Armor. He is also the host of the
podcast, The Debrief with Jon Becker.
Mr. Becker has over 35 years of experi-
ence equipping and training tactical units
ranging from municipal and county law
enforcement agencies to federal, military
and international counterterrorism teams.
He can be reached at jbecker@aardvark
tactical.com or by visiting thedebrief.live.

REGISTER NOW
TO ATTEND THE LARGEST
GATHERING OF
LAW ENFORCEMENT
TRAINING PROFESSIONALS
IN THE WORLD!

• Over 150 cutting edge, trainer oriented classes including more than two dozen certification and live fire courses

• Subjects include Officer Safety, Use of Force, Defensive Tactics, Leadership, Health and Wellness, Armorer, Special Topics and more

• Include the two day ILEETA Expo featuring vendors of the latest in law enforcement products, technology and services.

For more information visit www.ileeta.org •  Call 262-767-1406 •  Email: info@ileeta.org

CELEBRATING

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF PURSUING EXCELLENCE IN LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING

Gain knowledge and network with instructors from around the world, representing a who’s who of
law enforcement training, as we come together for a riveting week of thought-provoking training.

Standards should be equally en-
forced on all members – regardless
of seniority or experience.
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The traditional routes to a bachelor’s 
and master’s degree are now common. 
Many colleges and universities offer 
programs tailored specifically for the 

skills and procedures needed in law enforce-
ment specializations and administration. For-

tunately, most such programs are now offered 
on a schedule which can match your availability 
of time for courses and for completing a degree, 
rather than having to attend classes in person 
on a campus. With study done at home, you get 
more flexibility in scheduling your classes and 

your homework time.
Traditionally, a route of criminal justice and po-

licing education might begin with an associate of 
arts (usually two years) degree, or a bachelor’s de-
gree (usually three to four years). A stint at a police 
academy rounds out the basics for an officer.

You can reach new 
heights in your law 
enforcement career if 
you plan carefully and 
add supplementary 
education to your 
abilities.
DR. STEPHENIE SLAHOR

      

www.SRU.edu
A member of Pennsylvania‘s  
State System of Higher Education

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

EARN A GRADUATE DEGREE IN

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
AT SLIPPERY ROCK UNIVERSITY

CONNECT WITH US
CALL: 724.738.2051
EMAIL: graduate.admissions@sru.edu 
WEBSITE: www.SRU.edu/graduate

SRU’s online Master of Arts degree  
in Criminal Justice offers: 
•   100% online 
•   A 30-credit curriculum that can be completed in  

as little as 12 months 
•   A combination of coursework that focuses on  

theory, practice, and research 
•   Faculty with earned doctorate degrees in the field 

of criminology 
•   Flexible degree options 

16326 CRIM JUST 7.125X4.875 AD 12-2022.indd   116326 CRIM JUST 7.125X4.875 AD 12-2022.indd   1 12/8/22   4:04 PM12/8/22   4:04 PM

Better Education = 
Greater Advancement
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Online Education:  Keeping it Manageable and Efficient
Online education is a viable and respected way to attend classes, complete courses  

and earn a degree without ever setting foot on the campus. 

DR. STEPHENIE SLAHOR
Off campus learning has made a quantum 

leap from the days of “correspondence school” 
when courses were taught through a series of 
mailed lessons, projects and answers. With the 
rise of the Internet and its associated technol-
ogies came such “innovations” as computers, 
laptops, tablets, E-mail, conference calls, and 
messaging.  Then came two-way videoconfer-
encing, interactive TV, and now mainstay com-
munications such as Zoom, Skype and smart-
phone apps.

Whether off campus education could equal 
being in an on campus program gave rise to 
some skepticism about “fly by night” or “in-
stant degree” stigmas, but they were coun-
tered when it was found that the requirements 
and quality of teaching were being maintained 
by reputable colleges and universities, just as 
though the course was taking place on their 
campuses. Not only did that eliminate any 
qualms a student might have when learning 
online, it also helped assure employers and ac-
ademia that online programs were reliably con-
ducted according to high standards in content, 
student-to-teacher, and student-to-student 
interaction and progress.    

Not all faculty members like online programs 
and not all subject fields lend themselves to the 
online setting. But, most schools have adapted 
large portions of their curricula to the online 
format. Students are usually required to attend 
orientation meetings to “learn how to learn” 
online.  

If you are embarking on a course or degree 
program which will be taught online, be pre-
pared for the school’s requirements in terms of 
the learning management mode of operation; 
student identity verification; student portals; 
course content and scheduling; textbook(s), 
references and reading lists; access for your 
computer/laptop/smartphone/ tablet de-
vices; integration of supplemental library re-
sources; course methods in lecture, readings, 
graded discussions, writing assignments, 

projects, quizzes, and examinations; and how 
your professors will track your participation, 
assignments, use of reference and resource 
materials, and in following and meeting the re-
quirements of the course.  

Consider exactly which online programs are 
best suited for your career or personal goals. If 
you have a bachelor’s degree or want to work 
from that degree toward a future master’s, 
certificate or other graduate program, see 
if the college offers both undergraduate and 
graduate level courses because you may want 
the benefit of continuity with the professors 
and your program. Undergraduate courses 
are your foundation and most students will 
share nearly similar learning experiences in 
those courses, but, at the graduate level, the 
advanced study will be more specific to a par-
ticular area such as forensics, technology, ad-
ministrative leadership, etc. If you aren’t sure 
about the available programs and degrees, use 
the school’s E-mail links and online chats for 
the answers you need.  

If you need to brush up your knowledge of 
computer and Internet skills, get some tutoring 
from a community center, library or computer 
savvy friends or businesses which can help. 
Know how to type; how to manage files (name, 
save, copy, paste, spellcheck, save in a differ-
ent format, backup, delete, etc.); how to use 

software (Word®, PowerPoint®, etc.); how to 
E-mail and chat (discussion boards, messen-
gers, etc.); and how to use search engines and 
library databases. 

You’ll need a high-speed Internet connection 
and a recent model of computer, laptop or tab-
let and software. Your college or university may 
be able to evaluate if your device and technical 
requirements are capable and it may even have 
technical support 24/7. 

For Zoom or similar “meetings,” be well ac-
quainted with the process of joining a meeting, 
and how to share your documents or Dropbox 
or Google Drive files. Be sure you have your-
self muted unless you’re actually speaking. 
Everyone will hear the dog bark, the doorbell 
ring, or the kids shout if you’re not muted!  For 
your background, a simple screen, blanket or a 
few yards of fabric will look better behind you 
instead of that window or a lot of clutter. Deter-
mine whether you must appear on camera or 
not. Your professor may want to see you. When 
joining a meeting, be sure to test your audio 
every time. And, be aware that your professor 
just might be using Zoom’s “attention tracking” 
capability in which you can be monitored to de-
termine if you’re doing something other than 
paying attention such as answering E-mails or 
text messages or being away from your desk!     

Beyond the technical side, be sure your per-
sonal reading and writing skills are strong. Most 
of what you will learn in an online format will 
be written and text-based communications, 
besides the professor led lectures and discus-
sions. Have the self-discipline to stay on track 
with your attendance, coursework, and home-
work. Most three credit hour courses need 
about ten to twelve hours or more per week 
of study. Budget your time well because your 
motivation and learning are up to you alone. 
Follow through with every assignment, discus-
sion, messaging interaction with the professor 
and/or students, and the full substance of the 
course.  

For many, that’s where the formal educa-
tion ends and the practical experiences begin. 
But, for those who want to advance on the pay 
scale, or step up to administrative work, or de-
velop expertise in a specialization, a master’s 
degree is the next option in education. Most 
often, the curriculum focuses on administra-
tion or advanced specific studies such as com-
puters, forensics, homeland security, disaster 
management, cybersecurity, or psychology.

Doctorate Degree
Beyond that degree is the powerful step of 

pursuing a doctorate in a general or specialized 
area of law enforcement. That degree poses 
major educational challenges unmatched by 
the way bachelor’s or master’s degree courses 
of study occur. Besides taking advanced level 
coursework, a doctorate also involves com-
mittee meetings between you and your faculty 
advisors; oral and written examinations; a new 
and creative project for the dissertation; and, 
of course, your time and money. Most doctoral 
programs take at least two years to complete 
and, sometimes, even longer. Is it worth the ef-
fort? Yes, but it takes personal discipline and pa-

tience to achieve a doctorate. It is a new “mind-
set” about the ways you will learn and the ways 
you’ll “learn how to learn.” Bottom line: Doctoral 
degrees are not easy. Should you want to teach 
at the university level, a doctorate will likely be 
a requirement in your qualifications. The same 
applies for helping establish your credence as a 
writer in police procedures and administration.    

College Certificates
While these are the established routes in 

higher education, a fairly recent addition to the 
traditional bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate 

BETTER EDUCATION = BETTER ADVANCEMENT
Continued from page 22
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has come in the form of certificates. These pro-
grams offer a very specific field of study in ad-
ministration, analysis or special skills which can 
advance a career for the person completing such 
a program. Like many other professions, special-
izations are being added and developed in law en-
forcement and security methodologies.

Some certificate programs can be done as 
a standalone course of study, but, in other uni-
versities and colleges, credits earned from the 
courses taken in a certificate program can be 
applied to future degree programs, usually at 
master’s or doctorate levels.

A starting point for learning about certificate 
programs which might match your interests 
can be found at https://police-schools.com/
certificate. The Web site also provides tabs 
for bachelor, master and doctoral programs 
at a variety of universities in criminal justice, 
corrections, technology, administration, and 
specialty fields.  

The following are a few examples of certificate 
programs:

• Fairleigh Dickinson University: Graduate 
certificates are available in a number of dif-
ferent areas; some are offered on campus, 
some are offered online – and some are both. 
To earn certificates, such as the Law and 
Public Safety Administration Graduate certif-
icate or the Leadership Theory and Practice 
Graduate certificate, students complete 
a certain number of courses chosen from 
the master’s program course offerings. The 
credits earned can then be applied towards 
the master’s degree program. Other certif-
icate programs include Homeland Security 
Administration and Homeland Security Lead-
ership, among others. (fdu.edu)

• George Mason University: The post-bache-
lor’s certificate programs are offered in com-
puter forensics and counterterrorism; and 
forensic science and technology.  (gmu.edu) 

• George Washington University: Post-bache-
lor’s degree certificates are currently offered 
in computer forensics and counterterrorism; 
forensic science and technology; law en-
forcement intelligence analysis; and securi-
ties services administration. (gwu.edu) 

• John Jay College of Criminal Justice – CUNY: 
The school offers certificate programs in 
computer forensics and counterterrorism; 
corrections administration; criminal justice 
and law enforcement administration; crim-
inalistics and criminal science; financial 
forensics and fraud investigation; and law 
enforcement intelligence analysis. (jjay.
cuny.edu)

• University of Virginia: Presently offering two 
certificate programs, the University has 
both one year and less than two year cours-
es of study and post-bachelor’s degree pro-
grams in criminal justice and police studies 
and in criminal justice and safety studies. 
(virginia.edu) 

Apply Now! www.fdu.edu/graduate
Request Information!  https://www.fdu.edu/lp/mpa-custom/

Earn your career credentials without job interruption
through Fairleigh Dickinson University’s respected degree and certificate 
offerings. Over 30 convenient locations with evening, weekend, blended and 
online classes.  

Degree Offerings
• Master of Administrative Science (MAS)
• Master of Science in Cyber and Homeland Security Administration 
• Master of Public Administration (MPA)
• Master of Arts in Global Affairs 
• Bachelor’s degree completion (BAIS) 
• Leadership Development Seminars for public service professionals

Career-relevant certificates are available in global security and terrorism, homeland 
security, emergency management, public management, correctional administration, 
law and public safety, diplomacy and international relations, and more. 

For More Information
Graduate Programs 
Christie Innes 
201.692.2741 
innes@fdu.edu  

• FDU is proud to participate in the Yellow ribbon G.I. Education Advancement program 
enabling eligible veterans to attend FDU at no charge.

• FDU accepts Federal Tuition Assistance (FTA) for graduate courses (restrictions apply).
• No entrance exams required.

Visit our Chiefs Circle, where we honor our over 50 distinguished alumni 
Chiefs of Police at https://www.fdu.edu/chiefs-circle/

More detailed certificate programs can be 
found at Arizona State University (asu.edu). The 
school’s certificate programs center on control 
and operation of police administration, man-
agement, program analysis, and policy develop-
ment. The emphasis is on developing superviso-
ry and administrative skills. 

The Crime Analysis Certificate identifies and 
analyzes patterns and trends in crime through 
the collection of data and the using of crime 
mapping, statistics, management, and related 
techniques. The certificate is appropriate for 
analysis of crime data, intelligence and investi-
gations, and in creating strategies in technology 
and research.

The Certificate in Domestic Violence and 
Evidence-Based Practice provides instruction 

in safe and effective intervention through poli-
cies and processes for safe and effective case 
management.    

Related is the Certificate in Homeland Secu-
rity which includes such topics as domestic and 
international terrorism, global security, intelli-
gence analysis, cybersecurity, and prevention.

The Certificate in Law Enforcement Admin-
istration is a comprehensive course of study in 
organization, program analysis, leadership, and 
policy development.  

For further information about degree and certif-
icate programs, visit https://tinyurl.com/4jsc77nx  
P&SN

Stephenie Slahor, Ph.D., J.D., is a writer in the 
fields of law enforcement and security. She can 
be reached at drss12@msn.com.                                              
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Protecting the
Thin Blue Line

Is Job One
Sergeant James Post

C -
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by politicians?

American Businesses Have Got Your Six

-

-

-
-

-

-

WEAPON MOUNTS
Big Sky Racks, Inc. (bigskyracks.com)

-

durable steel construction provides a va-

BLAC-RAC (blac-rac.com)

Gamber-Johnson
(gamberjohnson.com)

-

-

A patrol car can be a vulnerable place to stow a firearm. What current solutions are available

to help safely store and secure your agencies’ weapons?
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RUGGED EQUIPMENT STORAGE

PPV TRUNK STORAGE

CARGO STORAGE FROM A BRAND YOU CAN TRUST

Gamber-Johnson’s equipment storage trunk box and vehicle
RUGGED. RELIABLE. RESPONSIVE.RUGGED RELIIABLE RESPONSLI
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sales@lund-industries.com    |   www.lund-industries.com 
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The LOFT Weapon and Equipment Storage
Provides Secure, Accessible, and Out of Sight Storage

bypassing the keyed lock and allowing 
weapons to be retrieved quickly, saving 

-
sures that weapons are always accessi-

-
prove security and organization of gear 

construction features a sliding drawer us-

gear quickly and the inverted top provides 
-

Jotto Desk (jottopublicsafety.com) 

with a 12 volt battery and use of a strong 

instead of breaking, even after repeated 
-

either single or dual weapons and features 
both adjustable locks and butt plate posi-

-
sign prevents those looking to utilize the 

THE WHEELS OF JUSTICE
Continued from page 26

The ZRT AR Secure Gun Rack cannot 
be circumvented through hot-wiring 
or by the use of a magnet.
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yet accessible, gun racks on the market.
Jotto Desk also produces the Defend 

IR Security System explicitly designed for 
patrol vehicles. This programmable infra-
red system, which fits either in an equip-
ment console or stand-alone, monitors 
the interior of your vehicle. The Defend IR 
automatically arms upon the ignition be-
ing turned off and not sensing movement 
for an adjustable period. If movement/
temperature change is sensed, a count-
down begins (adjustable to ten, 20, 30, or 
40 seconds). If the cause is a good guy, 
simply start the vehicle and the Defend 
IR is disabled. If it’s a bad guy, the De-
fend IR will then activate your lights and 
siren, alerting the officer and scaring off 
any potential criminal. A honking horn 
OEM alarm won’t get much attention, but 
full-blown lights and siren will have ev-
ery neighbor on the lookout as it protects 
parked take-home units. In the case of an 
accidental alarm trip, simply start your ve-
hicle and the Defend IR will disarm. 

Lund Industries, Inc.  
(lund-industries.com)

The LOFT secures an M4-style patrol 
rifle or an 18.5" shotgun out of sight up 

near the headliner in the rear of an SUV, 
utilizing a unique and patented design. 
The LOFT is one of a few vehicle stor-
age solutions which provide three levels 
of locking to secure weapons for storage: 
the locked vehicle, the LOFT compart-
ment and the individual electric gun locks. 
The LOFT is available in one or two gun 
configurations and XL configurations.

A number of agencies have added 
LOFTs to vehicles equipped with gun 

racks between the front seats specifically 
for overnight storage in take-home vehi-
cles. The officer can choose to carry one, 
both or neither of their long guns up front 
in the vehicle while on duty, but can secure 
both in the LOFT at the end of their shift 
for overnight storage. If a thief looks into a 
parked police SUV overnight, all they will 
see are open racks and locks between the 
seats without the guns in them!  

Some police units “hide” the gun lock 
switch on the siren box with a switch la-
beled “gun” or “lock” and keep it wired hot 
when the vehicle is running. The out of 

The LOFT provides secured single 
and dual firearms storage in the rear 
quarter of your vehicle – in the un-
used space near the headliner, up and 
out of your line of sight through the 
rearview mirror.

Lund's new Sub Floor Cargo Storage 
System expands your Chevy Tahoe’s 
rear storage area, allowing you to se-
curely stow your firearms and other 
valuable equipment.
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THE WHEELS OF JUSTICE
Continued from page 29

Tahoe SubFloor Cargo Storage System
Expand Your 2021+ Chevy Tahoe’s Rear Storage Area

• Securely Stow Equipment, Radios, Weapons, and More

• Creates a Slightly Raised Level Floor in the Cargo

Area Allowing “SubFloor” Storage including

Two Hinged Locking Compartments:  Rear

Compartment Can Be Used for Weapons and

Equipment and the Front Compartment Is Ideal

for Radios or Additional Gear

• Works With or Without a Rear Cargo

Partition

• Securely Mounts to OEM Mounting Points

• Optional Accessories Available:  Covers, Electronics Boxes, Etc.

e Cargo

g

r

andd

deal

s

ectronics Boxes, Etc.

NEW!!

sales@lund-industries.com  |  www.lund-industries.com

-

-

-

-

Pro-gard Products, LLC
(pro-gard.com)

-

Santa Cruz Gunlocks, LLC
(santacruzgunlocks.com)

-

-

Setina Manufacturing Co., Inc.
(setina.com)

-

-

-

The new Rear Cargo Management Sys-
tem from Setina is easily installed.



policeandsecuritynews.com • January/February 2023     31

800.557.0098 
www.GOLIGHT.com

 

G O L I G H T  I N C .

REMOTE CONTROL
& FIXED MOUNT

LIGHTING

TRUSTED BY LE OFFICERS

See us at the SHOT Show – Booth #20030



32       P&SN • January/February 2023

THE WHEELS OF JUSTICE
Continued from page 30

shotgun racks which featured an 
innovative locking system. The 
locking system featured a large 
brass assembly which popped out 
about ¾" when unlocked. They 
were all keyed the same so relief 
officers, like me, could operate 
them in whichever car we were 
assigned. The cool thing was that 
we always kept them in the un-
locked position for instant access, 
but thugs, arrestees, thieves, or 
whomever, when trying to steal the 
shotgun, instinctively pushed the 
brass locking mechanism which 
was nice and shiny and all they 
achieved was locking the weapon 
again! However, on the driver’s 
side of the unit was a nondescript 
looking button about the size of a 
pencil eraser which was the actual 
release.

Tufloc® (tufloc.com)
Tufloc provides a variety of mounting positions for their Gun 

Lock systems: roll bar, divider screen, overhead, partition, floor 
mount with the muzzle down, or horizontally under the officer’s 
legs. Their mounts stow weapons well out of the way of vehicle 

occupants and deploy-
ment of the air bags. 
Their X-Lock systems 
feature a trigger guard 
and a key controlled 
time delay using ei-
ther a handcuff key or 
tubular key which can 
be keyed alike or indi-
vidually. 

The TufBox is a 
high security, locking 
drawer system which 
secures your weapons 
and is available for all 
SUVs and cruisers. 

One final note about 
gun mounts with electric opening switches. Have your upfitter 
or department mechanic mount the switch in a concealed, but 
easy to reach location. A recent widely circulated video showed 
a female arrestee in an Oklahoma deputy’s vehicle who slipped 
one hand out of her handcuffs, wrestled her way through a gap 
in the prisoner partition, obtained the deputy’s AR-15, and be-
gan firing it out the passenger window, striking a deputy and a 
citizen. Fortunately, neither wound was fatal. When investiga-
tors questioned her how she obtained the weapon, she replied, 
“I just pushed the red button on the console marked GUN.” A 
video of the incident can be viewed here: https://tinyurl.com/
mw9z6ee6

Remove It or Lose It
Our final section deals with the alarming nationwide rise in 

weapon thefts from LE vehicles. This is not just a “big city” 
issue as rural departments lose firearms, too. The problem 
escalated dramatically during the “social unrest” (aka riots) 
of 2020 across the country. 

Regrettably, weapon losses from the 2020 riots were noth-
ing new for America’s cops; at least 100 police agencies re-
ported 1781 guns lost or stolen between 2008 and 2017 and 
most are still missing. Nearly half were taken from cars and 
these police weapons were used in multiple crimes, includ-
ing gang shootouts and even attacks on cops themselves! In 
addition to threatening the safety of the public, thefts of LE 
firearms can potentially result in financial liability for agen-
cies and officers alike.

Recently, police in Central Illinois broke up a theft ring 
which specifically targeted weapons in police cars. The case 
broke with the arrest of an 18-year-old suspect after two AR-
15s stolen from police vehicles were found in his home. He 
later admitted to being involved in 30 vehicle burglaries with 
a 19-year-old suspect, targeting cars throughout Central Il-
linois.  

A 2016 study revealed that, over five years, 329 police 
firearms had been stolen from Southern California depart-
ments and at least 108 were stolen from police vehicles; 
many left unlocked and unattended by seasoned officers. 
The list included GLOCK®s, SIG SAUERs, Remington shot-
guns, and AR-style rifles. The alarming findings resulted in a 
bill signed into law by then Governor Brown which requires 
officers to secure weapons left in unattended vehicles or 
face fines up to $1000.

Setina’s Double T-Rail 
systems can be used as a 
partition mount or placed 
on a freestanding base.

Tufloc’s X-Lock is self-adjusting 
– it secures most long guns by 
simply pressing the gun into the 
lock.
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What’s in Your Driveway?
We’ve written several articles highlighting the pros and 

cons of take-home car programs across the United States, 
but firearm thefts from police vehicles have been exacerbat-
ed by these programs. We reported on roving bands of an-
ti-police individuals driving through residential neighborhoods 
searching for parked police cars and, using rattle cans, paint-
ing “COP” in front with an arrow pointing at the home. Officers 
have been assaulted and killed driving to and from work in 
marked and unmarked cars and parked police cars have been 
firebombed and broken into in driveways. The turbulent times 
we’re experiencing – not the fuel prices – could actually bring 
about the end of these programs.

Obviously, the simplest method to secure a police car and 
contents is to park it in a locked garage, even if it means 
leaving a soccer mom’s SUV outside. If this is not possible, at 
least park it in a side or rear yard, preferably behind a stock-
ade fence, but never park it on a street which invites hit and 
runs, vandalism, slashed tires and break-ins. Officers living in 
apartment complexes have no choice other than taking their 
chances in parking lots.  

All police vehicles parked outside residences (and official 
buildings, too) should be emptied when parked. Weapons, 
tactical gear, nonlethal weapons, and handcuffs should be 
removed. Even the best weapon mounts can eventually be 
defeated by aggressive criminals with ample time and porta-
ble power tools. Even if they can’t dislodge a weapon, they 
can certainly destroy it.  

I know these protective measures may seem too extreme or 
a nuisance, but it certainly beats the alternative of department 
weapons being used on you or innocent citizens. P&SN 

Sergeant James Post welcomes your feedback with com-
ments and suggestions. He can be contacted at kopkars@ar-
kansas.net.

Parking your take-home vehicle on the street overnight 
invites vandalism, slashed tires and break-ins.
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S
hield walls and phalanx tactics are 
plainly visible in carvings from ancient 
Sumeria which date back to 2600 

BC. Shield wall tactics were also used by 
ancient Egyptians.  In Ancient Greece, 
all infantry tactics were built around the 
shield – a hoplite was not considered 
armed without his aspis which enabled 
the phalanx formations of the age – and 
the skirmishers who fought outside for-
mation, peltasts, were named after their 
light shields, pelta. So, too, was the Ro-
man shield, the scutum, the most essen-
tial piece of a legionnaire’s kit; the infan-
tryman could fight without body armor, but 
never without his shield.  

 
 
 

   As centuries passed and the age of the 
lance and crossbow bolt developed into 
the age of gunpowder, the shield fell into 
disuse. The wooden or light iron shield 
was no match for firepower. By the 18th 
century, it was already effectively ob-
solete in a military context. But, unlike 
the lance and the saber, the shield has 
evolved, and today’s ballistic shields differ 
enormously in their construction from the 
shields of ages past. They are also used 
in a very different manner. 

Current Technology
  Today’s shields can be described very 
simply as “man-portable hard armor bal-
listic barriers.” The most common type, 
which most closely fits the classical defi-
nition of the word “shield,” is handheld or 
supported by its user’s body. A somewhat 
less common type is too large and heavy 
to be used in such a manner, so is sup-
ported by a wheeled trolley.  
 Ballistic shields are similar to hard body 
armor plates in their construction. In fact, 
they are usually made along exactly the 
same lines as body armor plates. This 
means that they are generally built from a 

small handful of common ballistic materials:  
• Fiber-resin composites, e.g., Kevlar® 

(Para-Aramid) fabrics stiffened with 
phenolic resin, or Ultra-High-Molecu-
lar-Weight Polyethylene (UHMWPE) 
fiber or tape laminates held in place 
with polyurethane resins;  

• Ceramics, e.g., aluminum oxide, sili-
con carbide, or boron carbide; or  

• Steel, e.g., MIL-DTL32332, AR550 or 
other ballistic grades of steel, typically 
martensitic low alloys. 

   These materials are often used in com-
bination. A “ceramic armor plate” usually 
consists of a ceramic layer bonded to a 
backing layer made of a fiber compos-
ite (Fiber-Reinforced Plastic, FRP). The 
ceramic layer will typically be anywhere 
from 0.13" thick to 0.4" thick and the FRP 
backing layer in the 0.25" to 0.6" thick-
ness range. In this sort of material con-
figuration, to simplify things a bit, the high 
hardness ceramic layer serves to break 
up any incoming bullet core and the FRP 
backer absorbs the fragments and resid-
ual kinetic energy. Far less frequently, a 
ceramic layer can be used over a ductile 

Ballistic Shields 
Part 1: 

Basics 
and 

Tactics

The shield is older than civilization itself and no other implement has shaped 
warfare to such a tremendous extent. 
JAKE GANOR

The scutum, used by the armies of 
ancient Rome, was a 22 lb. large rect-
angle curved shield.
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metallic backer or a hard metallic strike 
face can be layered over an FRP backer.  

In practice, ballistic shield material 
selection hinges on the answers to two 
questions: (1) What level of protection is 
the shield going to offer? and (2) What is 
the target weight?

-
mines where and when the shield ought 
to be used. The answer to the second 
determines how the shield can be used.  

Levels of Protection

-

not been updated since because, frank-

table to the right summarizes the levels 
which shields can be rated to:  

Levels I through IIIA offer protection 
from handgun threats. In practice, Levels 
I and IIA are now depreciated, and Level 
II, along with Level IIIA, are today the only 
commercially available options for shields 
rated to protect from handgun threats. 
Level III – without the “A” – offers pro-

IV offers protection from steel cored AP 

Commercially, shields rated to Level 
III+ are also commonly encountered. Lev-

should re-
fer to armor which complies with the Lev-

and also is capable of 
defeating common steel core ball rounds 

In practice, it means whatever the manu-

facturer wants it to mean. Because there is 
-

it aside.
Naturally, as shields move up the level 

ranking, they get heavier. Typically, a Lev-
el IIIA shield weighs less than half of what 
a Level III shield weighs which itself is less 
than half the weight of a Level IV shield.  

are now usually made entirely from UHM-

make use of ceramic or metallic ballistic 
materials. Level IV shields must be made 
either with ceramic armor techniques – 

plates of steel nearly ½" thick.  

the average Level IIIA shield would weigh 
about two pounds, including paint, trim 
and a lightweight handle. The Level III 

The ceramic composite Level IV shield 

Because they share materials and 
technologies, these weights are within 
striking distance of the average weights 

typically measure much larger than that; 

Ballistic Resistant Protective Materials – NIJ Standard 0108.01

BALLISTIC SHIELDS PART 1: BASICS AND TACTICS 
Continued from page 34
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and even that “small” 18" x 24" shield has 
a surface area which is three times larg-
er than our one square foot hypothetical 
and four times larger than a 10 " x 12" 
SAPI-style armor plate. A small IIIA shield 
can be substantially heavier than a Lev-
el IV body armor plate; a small Level III 
shield weighs about as much as two Lev-
el IV body armor plates combined; and 
practically all Level IV shields are well 

over 30 pounds.  
  For reasons pertaining to weight, the Level 
IIIA shield is the most common type on the 
market today. Rifle rated Level III shields 
are considerably rarer. Level IV shields are 
highly specialized, very rare and typically 
resemble wheeled barricades.  

Ballistic Shield Tactics
    Needless to say, it’s impossible to learn 
how to use a shield just by reading about it, 
just as it’s impossible to learn how to play a 
sport just by reading about it. What’s more, 
there are many different types of shields 
– with different geometries, viewport styles 
and handle types, among many other po-
tential points of difference – so what might 
be good advice for the use of one model 
may not necessarily be good advice for 
the use of any other model. Generally, if 
you take a ballistic shield operator course, 
it’ll focus on the model you’re going to be 
using. 
 What we can do in print is briefly cov-
er the basics and highlight some best 
practices which should apply no matter 
what type of shield you’re using. We’ll 
also focus on Level II, IIIA and III shields 
which are carried by shield operators – 
as opposed to Level IV shields which are 

pushed along as mobile barricades on 
wheels.
 Ballistic shield handles come in var-
ious styles – U-handles, ring handles, 
strap handles, bar handles, etc. – and 
how the shield is held will vary depending 
on which handle setup you’re using. As a 
general rule, the optimal tactical hold is 
one where the shield is held away from 
your body, directly in front of your tor-
so, without any cant at all or with a very 
slight downwards cant. If your shield has 
a viewport, it’s generally recommended 
to bring your helmet in contact with the 
upper rim of the shield which stabilizes 
it and should keep your eyes at a con-
stant distance from the viewport. In this 
case, your entire upper body – head and 
neck included – will be behind the shield. 
If your shield does not have a viewport, 
you’ve got two options. Either you can 
keep your face behind the shield – taking 
quick peeks for visibility and otherwise 
trusting your squad mates for guidance 
– or the shield can be held lower, with 
the top rim of the shield at roughly nose 
level, with your eyes above the shield for 
visibility. The shield in this position will 
protect your torso, neck and most of your 
face.  

Your appropriate stance is a static 
hold position which is sometimes 
called a “combat stance.”

BALLISTIC SHIELDS PART 1: BASICS AND TACTICS 
Continued from page 36

See us at the SHOT Show – Booth #20013
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Movement
 In a static hold position, the appropriate 
stance is not a boxing stance with (assum-
ing you’re right-handed) your left foot 15 
inches forward of your right foot, a slight 
tilt to the right and your knees bent. You 
should adopt a tall forward stance, with 
your left foot about six to nine inches be-
hind your right for balance and your lead 
foot pointing straight forward. This static 
hold position is sometimes called a “com-
bat stance.”
 Once you’ve found a comfortable static 
hold, you should be able to move laterally, 
forward and to the rear quickly – and you 
should be able to pivot very quickly. Mobili-
ty is of paramount importance because the 
shield operator typically leads the tactical 
entry squad – all of the others move at his 
(or her) pace. 
 If you’re using a handgun alongside a 
ballistic shield, keep two things in mind: If 
the slide hits the shield, you’re much more 
likely to experience a malfunction such as 
a failure to eject. Also, if your arm is in con-
tact with the shield, your shots will likely 
experience some horizontal drift. Practice 
clearing malfunctions and handgun plus 
shield shooting. It’s also worth noting that 
certain optics, such as laser sights, can be 
especially useful for shield operators.  
 Reloading while carrying a shield can 
be a challenge. With many shield types, 
you’ll need to crouch behind the shield 
to free up your off hand. Even with light 
shields, reloading is always slower and 
more difficult than it would otherwise be. 
As such, it is generally recommended that 
you carry a second loaded sidearm.
 Some shields – typically those with-
out viewports – are designed with cutouts 
which serve as weapon supports. These 
are often, but not always, designed for use 
with carbines rather than handguns. When 
using a shield of this type, make sure that 
you can use your weapon with the shield 
in a proper tactical hold and that you can 
operate your shield, as well as your weap-
on, with sufficiently unimpaired mobility. If 
you can’t make use of a supported long 
gun unless the shield is shunted to the 
side or angled downwards, or if supporting 
a long gun makes it difficult to move, pivot 
or respond to a dynamic situation, it’s rec-
ommended that you skip the supports and 
simply use the shield alongside a hand-
gun. 
 Various unique techniques are open 
to the shield operator. “Lipping” involves 
pressing the edge of a shield against a 
structural feature like a wall or door frame. 
When turning a corner or entering a room 
and making a turn, the shield can be lipped 
at the entry point and pivoted around 

which keeps the operator and his squad 
mates protected. With practice, this can be 
done very quickly; with a lot of practice, it 
becomes reflexive. 
 “Splitting” is commonly done when the 
shield operator enters a room and expects 
a threat to engage his support side. If the 
operator is right-handed, he would pivot 
the shield outwards and to the left, typical-
ly via external rotation of the shoulder. In 
this position, the operator’s weapon and 
attention are facing forward, but the shield 
is covering and protecting the left side of 
his body.  
 In a close combat situation, or when 
making an arrest, lower your center of 
gravity by bending your knees, adopt a 
wider stance and slightly angle your shield 
outwards so that your assailant cannot 
easily grab it. If necessary, and if your 
shield’s handle allows for it, the shield can 
be used as a striking implement. In this 
case, it’s best to strike with the side edge 
of the ballistic shield – this is most effec-
tive as a compliance measure as it con-
centrates force on the smallest possible 
surface area, makes the shield difficult or 
impossible to grab, and reduces the like-
lihood of damage to the shield’s ballistic 
materials.  
 Now, unless your shield is made of steel, 
it should be noted that ballistic shields are 
not riot shields and are not built to with-
stand repeated or severe blunt impacts. 
Even moderate impacts, on the order of 
25-70 joules of impact energy, can dam-
age or degrade the ballistic materials used 
in their construction. UHMWPE composite 
layers can delaminate – and this has been 
clearly observed at 50 J – and the ceramic 
layer, if there is a ceramic layer, can crack. 
Some situations are unavoidable, but non-
steel ballistic shields are, emphatically, 

neither blunt impact tools nor suitable for 
use as riot shields.  P&SN
 Jake Ganor is a materials scientist, ar-
mor engineer and a designer of ballistic 
shields. His company, Adept Armor (www.
ade.pt), is pioneering next generation ar-
mor systems. His book, Body Armor and 
Light Ballistic Armor Materials and Sys-
tems is now available on Amazon.   

The shield operator typically leads the tactical entry team and the other team 
members move at his pace.
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New Research Article Available:

 Indicators of Sex Trafficking in Online Escort Ads

New Report: Transforming Police

Recruit Training – 40 Guiding Principles

Law enforcement have long used on-
line escort advertisements to identify sex

Investigators have used and shared sev-
eral indicators with each other in practice
over the years, but these indicators have
not been empirically tested for predictive
power to support investigative decisions

This study has two objectives: Exam-
ine whether there are indicators which
can differentiate escort ads related to

-

predict whether the ad represents a traf-

The goal of this research is to create
guidance investigators can use to in-

and help focus limited investigational re-
-

A copy of this research article can be

https://tinyurl.com/yx6n29mj

 Published by the Police
Executive Research Fo-
rum (PERF), this report

The report discusses the
current state of recruit-
ment training, with its

-
tem for how new police

need national consensus
and national standards
on what the training con-
tains, how it is delivered

of the current state of recruit training, it also puts forth a se-
ries of principles which can help guide the transformation
of training to meet the challenges of policing for today and

A PDF of the report can be downloaded at
https://tinyurl.com/4uucers2

The author(s) shown below used Federal funding provided by the U.S.
Department of Justice to prepare the following resource:

Document Title: Indicators of Sex Trafficking in Online
Escort Ads, Final Report

Author(s): Kristina Lugo-Graulich

Document Number:  305453

Date Received: October 2022

Award Number: 2017-MU-CX-0005

This resource has not been published by the U.S. Department of
Justice. This resource is being made publicly available through the
Office of Justice Programs’ National Criminal Justice Reference
Service.

Opinions or points of view expressed are those of the author(s) and
do not necessarily reflect the official position or policies of the U.S.
Department of Justice.
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REAL STORIES OF GENUINE ABSURDITY

JAMES L. MCCLINTON, PH.D.

What do you call a moron who’s had 
too much to drink? A cab… The Okla-
homa Highway Patrol said a person called 
in a report, saying that “there appears to 
be a man on the back of this truck.” It all 
started in Wichita when investigators say 
a 30-year-old man hopped on the back rail 
of a semitruck as it was leaving a shipping 
yard. He held on for 130 miles – nearly two 
hours – and ended up in Guthrie, Oklaho-
ma. Kansas Department of Corrections 
records show that he served time for ag-
gravated battery. Police arrested him for 
public intoxication and joyriding – both mis-
demeanor charges to which he pleaded 
not guilty. When troopers asked him why 
he was on the truck, he said he was “hop-
ing to find his wife.” (Now, he’s “looking for 
love in all the wrong places.”)

May the fraud be with you... A man 
claiming to be a Russian astronaut in 
space allegedly scammed a 65-year-old 
Japanese woman into paying for his return 
trip to Earth, vowing to marry her once he 
landed. The man found the victim on social 
media. On his profile, he uploaded random 
photos of space and said he worked at the 
International Space Station where astro-
nauts have limited access to cell service. 
The woman said their relationship quick-
ly evolved into one of love. A Japanese 
messaging app reveals that he repeatedly 
said he loved her and proposed marriage. 
But, to actually tie the knot, he said, he 
first needed money to return to Earth. Be-
lieving this man would be her future fian-
cé, the woman paid him about 4.4 million 
yen (about $30,000) in five installments. 
But, when he kept making demands, the 
woman grew suspicious of his intent and 
reported him to the police. (Ground control 
to Major Con…)

 “A woman and a raccoon walk into a 
bar”… A 38-year-old woman who brought 
a wild raccoon into a North Dakota bar 
during happy hour, which prompted state 
health officials to issue a warning about 
potential rabies exposure, is now facing 
criminal charges. The Maddock woman 
is charged with misdemeanor counts of 
providing false information to law enforce-
ment, tampering with physical evidence 
and unlawful possession of furbearers. 
She was arrested after authorities found 

her and the raccoon by serving several 
search warrants in and around Maddock. 
(I once picked a cougar up in a bar; how-
ever, that story is for a different time!)

“Billy the Kid” reportedly terrorizes 
the local sheriff’s office… “What we’re 
dealing with here is a complete lack of 
respect for the law.” An Arizona sheriff’s 
office said a loose goat “terrorized” a com-
munity for hours before being apprehend-
ed. The Maricopa County Sheriff's Office 
posted that the outlaw goat, which they 
dubbed Billy, “terrorized some residents 
of Tonopah” for hours by causing dam-
age to a garage door and an electrical 
cord before chasing a resident around a 
car. “Deputies from District 2 were able to 
take Billy into custody, at which point he 
assaulted one of our deputies by urinating 
on them,” the post said. “Deputies charged 
Billy with trespassing, assault, criminal 
damage, and disorderly conduct,” the post 
joked. (He’s b-a-a-a-a-a-d to the bone!)

They should make a movie about 
this...call the movie “Saw.”… You may 
have heard of Jack the Ripper or the Taco 
Bell Strangler. But, now, Gresham, Ore-
gon, is dealing with its own serial crimi-
nal…of sorts. That would be the Gresham 
Lumberjack. Someone is cutting down 
trees along the Springwater Corridor Trail 
– to the tune of 750 trees since August 
2021. But, they’re not doing it to poach 

firewood; the lumberjack leaves the trees 
right where they fall. The cutting seems to 
take place at night and is carried out with 
a hand saw (likely because it’s quieter). 
The city has installed cameras along the 
trail, but, in the meantime, they’re asking 
for the public’s help in nabbing the culprit. 
(I can cut down a tree just by looking at 
it – I saw it with my own eyes!) 

Thirty hours of community service 
cleaning up trash should do the trick… 
After knocking a golf ball into the Grand 
Canyon and appearing to lose her driv-
er, a woman who posted a video of the 
episode on TikTok was charged and a 
court appearance has been scheduled. 
The incident prompted the National Park 
Service to post what appears to be a sil-
ly, but, apparently, a necessary question 
on social media: Do we really need to 
say, “Don’t hit golf balls into the Grand 
Canyon?” The woman had posted a vid-
eo to her personal TikTok page showing 
her hitting a golf ball and throwing a golf 
club into the canyon near Mather Point. 
Public viewers of the video helped iden-
tify the individual’s social media account. 
The NPS went on to explain that throwing 
objects over the rim of the canyon is not 
only illegal, but can also endanger hikers 
and wildlife who may be below. (Also, go 
down there and retrieve your golf ball and 
club!)  P&SN

 A man strolled into a fast-food restaurant in Houston, Tex-
as, and asked the person behind the counter for change for 
a $100 bill. When the employee called over his manager, 
the suspect pulled a gun and demanded cash. Then, for 
reasons which can only be known to a simpleton, he 
told the manager that it was his first time attempting 
a robbery. The manager seized the opportunity and 
simply refused to open the register. The hapless 
thief then proceeded to try to negotiate an amount 
which would be reasonable to both parties. Alas, 
the manager heard nothing which would sweet-
en the deal. The robber then left the restaurant, 
probably to go home and practice in front of 
a mirror. (As with most occupations, experi-
ence is required.)

When you want to be a criminal 
and a nice guy at the same time…
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CAN  YOUR GUN LOCK SURVIVE A DOUBLE TAP??
9mm

Ours Did.
U.S. PATENT NO. 8,910,560  AND  U.S. PATENT NO. 10,563,943

Jotto Desk™ ZRT Gun Racks are designed for any

configuration you can imagine. Partition Mounted,

Single Cell Mounted, Rear Seat Mounted or Free

Standing, and Rear Hatch Mounted – Single Weapon

or Dual. Jotto Desk was awarded two patents for

these innovative solutions (US Patent No. 8,910,560, US

Patent No. 9,481,312, and US Patent No. 10,563,943).

SmartLok Technology was developed to thwart not only

the theft potential from hotwiring that exists, but also the

threat from a magnet or even a hammer strike.

J OTTOPUBL ICSAFETY.COM
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www.bulletsafe.com
Contact Sales: 817.225.6978

sales@bulletsafe.com

Includes:
- Front and Back Carrier
- 2 BulletProof Panels
- 2 Shoulder Straps
- 2 Sides Straps

BulletProof
Vest

                   See us at the SHOT Show – Booth #11419


