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ON THE COVER
Recent distressing events have some
departments questioning their own ability
to effectively respond to an active shooter
incident. What are some of the lessons
learned from previous occurrences?

Not in Kansas Anymore
RAMESH NYBERG

T

K FROXPQ LV D ÀUVW ² ,·P ZULWLQJ LW
KLV
IURPDQRWKHUFRXQWU\,·PLQ.RONDWD
IU
:HVW %HQJDO ,QGLD QHDUO\ 
:
QDXWLFDOPLOHVIURP0LDPLVWD\LQJDW
Q
P\ LQODZV·
KRXVH 7R VD\ WKLQJV DUH ´GLI
P
LQ OD
IHUHQWµZRXOGEHTXLWHWKHXQGHUVWDWHPHQW
,W·V FXOWXUH VKRFN DW HYHU\ WXUQ ,·YH KDG
VRPH UHPDUNDEOH H[SHULHQFHV LQ MXVW WKH
ÀUVWVHYHQGD\V,·YHEHHQKHUHEXWIRUWKLV
FROXPQ ZH·OO VWLFN WR WKH MXVWLFH V\VWHP
WKHWUDIÀFDQGSROLFLQJRIWKHSODFHIRUPHUO\
NQRZQDV´&DOFXWWDµ
$:HVWHUQHUULGLQJLQWKHVWUHHWVRI.RON
DWDIRUWKHÀUVWWLPHLVDODUPHG²LIQRWRXW
ULJKWWHUULÀHG²RIWKHLQWHQVHMRVWOHRIWUDI
ÀF/DQHPDUNHUVH[LVWEXWDUHFRPPRQO\
LJQRUHG 7KH LGHD RI ´ULJKW RI ZD\µ LV MXVW
SODLQODXJKDEOH.RONDWD·VWUDIÀFLVDQHQG
OHVVFRXUVLQJULYHURIDXWRULFNVKDZVELF\
FOHVPRWRUELNHV WRQVRIWKHP EXVHVDQG
SHGHVWULDQV DOO MRFNH\LQJ DJJUHVVLYHO\ IRU
SRVLWLRQ7RDFDFRSKRQ\RIEHHSLQJKRUQV
WKLVMXPEOHRIKXPDQLW\VRPHKRZPDQDJ

RAMESH NYBERG

HVWRVQDNHDQGVHHSIRUZDUGZLWKQRRQH
KLWWLQJHDFKRWKHU'XULQJDPLQXWHFDU
ULGH,VDWRQWKHSDVVHQJHUVLGH OHIW DQG
PDUYHOHG DW RXU \RXQJ GULYHU ZKR ZRUG
OHVVO\ QDYLJDWHG KLV ZD\ WKURXJK DQ HYHU
FKDQJLQJJDXQWOHWRIYHKLFOHVDQGSHRSOH,
ZLWQHVVHGDWOHDVWQHDUPLVVFROOLVLRQV
:KHQ,VD\´QHDUµ,·PWDONLQJDERXW inches
7RP\DVWRQLVKPHQWQRRQHVFUHDPVDQG
\HOOVLQGHHGWKHSHGHVWULDQVZKRVWUROORQ
WKHURDGVLGH VLGHZDONVDUHDUDULW\ EDUH
O\HYHQÁLQFKZKHQWKLVVZDUPRIKRUQHWV
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VZHHSV SDVW DQG WKURXJK WKHP 7KH\ DO
PRVWVHHPREOLYLRXVWRLWDOO7KHKRQNLQJ
LVQRWGRQHLQDQJHURUIUXVWUDWLRQ²UDWKHU
LWLVDZD\RIVD\LQJ´,·PKHUHRQ\RXUOHIWµ
2QRXUÀUVWWULS,GLVFRYHUHG WRP\FRP
SOHWH DPD]HPHQW  WKDW WKLV WZHQW\VRPH
WKLQJGULYHURIRXUVLVDFFRPSOLVKLQJDOORI
WKLV ZLWKRXW D SDVVHQJHU VLGHYLHZ PLUURU
,QP\H\HVWKHNLGKDVÀJKWHUSLORWVWDWXV
.RONDWD·VPLOOLRQSHRSOHDUHVHUYLFHG
E\  VZRUQ SROLFH RIÀFHUV $ VHU
JHDQW , VSRNH ZLWK VDLG WKDW WKH\ URWDWH
VKLIWV daily7KDW·V ULJKW7RGD\ \RX·UH RQ
GD\ VKLIW WRPRUURZ \RX·UH RQ DIWHUQRRQ
VKLIW DQG VR RQ +H KDV VLQFH PRYHG XS
WRPRXQWHGSDWURODPDQXQLWVRKHLV
LPPXQH WR WKDW W\SH RI FUD]\ VFKHGXOLQJ
,W·VUDUHWRVHHDPDUNHGSROLFHFDURQWKH
URDG 2XU LGHD RI ´SDWUROµ MXVW ZRQ·W ZRUN
7KH PDMRULW\ RI VWUHHWV DUH WRR FUDPSHG
ZLWK WKH FKDRWLF WUDIÀF , GHVFULEHG HDUOLHU
$QRWKHUIDFWRULVWKHODFNRI]RQLQJ)RUWKH
PRVW SDUW FRPPHUFLDO DQG UHVLGHQWLDO DUH
DOO ZRYHQ WRJHWKHU VR FRQFHQWUDWLQJ RQ D
SDUWLFXODUDUHDZRXOGEHSUREOHPDWLF$ORQJ
DQ\ FLW\ VWUHHW \RX·OO VHH D GR]HQ WLQ\
VKRSV VHOOLQJ VQDFNV DQG VXQGULHV WKHQ
WZRDSDUWPHQWEXLOGLQJVDQGWKHQDQDUURZ
OLYLQJVSDFHLQWKHFUHYLFHEHWZHHQWKHWZR
EXLOGLQJVZKHUHDSRRUIDPLO\OLYHVRQWKH
HGJH RI VXUYLYDO 7KHUH LV QR FRQVLVWHQF\
H[FHSWWKDWQRVSDFHLVZDVWHG6RPHRQH
LVOLYLQJLQRUVHOOLQJIURPHYHU\QRRNDQG
FUDQQ\ 5HVLGHQWLDO DQG FRPPHUFLDO DQG
SRRUDQGZHDOWK\DOOVKDUHWKHVDPHFRP
PXQLW\
7KHGHSDUWPHQWKDVPLQLVWDWLRQVZKLFK
DUHDERXWWKHVL]HRIDJXDUGVKDFNSRVW
HGRQYDULRXVVWUHHWVZKHUHWKHWUDIÀFFRSV
DOVR D UDULW\  FDQ WDNH D EUHDN DQG KDYH
WHD DQG VDPRVDV WKH HTXLYDOHQW RI RXU
FRIIHH DQG GRXJKQXWV  0\ ZLIH DQG LQ
ODZV WHOO PH WKHUH LV QR UHDO YLROHQW FULPH
LQ SXEOLF DUHDV 7KRXJK WKH RFFDVLRQDO
SLFNSRFNHWLVFRPPRQLWLVXQKHDUGRIIRU
DFLWL]HQWREHIRUFLEO\UREEHGRUDWWDFNHG
RQWKHVWUHHW7KLVPDNHVVHQVHDVWKHUH
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are thousands of witnesses all around. Unlike witnesses of Western mentality, folks
here will chase down and pummel anyone
unfortunate enough to attempt violence on
an innocent citizen. Once the offender is
subdued, only thenZLOO.RONDWD·VÀQHVWEH
called to scoop him up and take him to jail.
,W·VOLNHO\WKDWWKHFULPLQDO WKHUHLVQR´DOleged” over here) would again get his clock
FOHDQHGE\WKHDUUHVWLQJRIÀFHUVIRULQWHUrupting tea and samosas at the station.
One of the disorienting aspects of being a visitor here is the perception – again,
:HVWHUQLQÁXHQFHG²WKDWQRWKLQJFDQJHW
done. Indeed, you drive for miles and see
buildings in disrepair, trash accumulating in
VWUHHWFRUQHUVLQVDQHWUDIÀFDQGSRYHUW\
,W·VHDV\WRORRNDWDOORIWKLVDQGFRQFOXGH
that to do business, take care of legal matters and get help with technology is next to
LPSRVVLEOH%HIRUHWKHWULS,KDGD´WRGRµ
list: I had been trying to get my Indian birth
FHUWLÀFDWH GHVWUR\HGLQ+XUULFDQH$QGUHZ 
UHEXLOW WKURXJK D FRPSDQ\ RQOLQH$OPRVW
two years later, I was still going back and
forth with them. I also needed to get the
VFUHHQSURWHFWRURQP\SKRQHÀ[HG:KHQ
we arrived, my wife briefed her father on
the errands we needed to do.
´'RQ·WZRUU\µP\IDWKHULQODZWHOOVPH´,
know a lawyer who can get it done today.”
$ODZ\HU 1R ZD\ , WHOO KLP ,·YH VSHQW
enough money on this. There must be
a better way. Fans of legal procedure,
hang on to your hats: The lawyer came
to our house at 7:30 in the morning, took
my information and a copy of my US
Passport, and came back two hours latHU ZLWK D QRWDUL]HG FHUWLÀFDWLRQ IURP WKH
court – signed by a magistrate – which
VDLG , KHOG DQ ,QGLDQ ELUWK FHUWLÀFDWH
&RVW" 7KH HTXLYDOHQW RI ÀYH 86 GROODUV
$V IRU WKH FHOO SKRQH WKHUH ZDV D WLQ\
place amidst a row of cubbyhole-type businesses about a ten minute drive from the
KRXVH7KH\À[HGWKHSKRQHLQWHQPLQXWHV
for about three bucks. My wife wanted to
open a bank account here. The banker
also made a home visit to handle that –
way past 5:00 pm. Try asking your manDJHUDW%DQNRI$PHULFDLIKHFDQVZLQJE\
your place with the paperwork later.
$IWHU D ZKLOH \RX VWDUW WR UHDOL]H WKDW
not only do things get done here, they get
done faster, cheaper and with customer
service which makes you feel like a king.
<RXDUH´6LUµRU´0D·DPµZKHUHYHU\RXJR
around here. I ordered a beer at a restaurant and the waiter brought it over, held the
bottle out and said something in Bengali.
´:KDW·VKHDVNLQJ"µ,DVNHGP\ZLIH
´+HZDQWV\RXWRFKHFNWKHWHPSHUDWXUH
RIWKHERWWOHDQGWHOOKLPLILW·VFROGHQRXJK
IRU\RX,ILW·VQRWKH·OOJREDFNDQGJHWDQother one.”
1DWXUDOO\WKHUH·VDUHGRZQVLGHV$VZLWK

many non-Western societies, corruption in
government is rampant. Cops regularly
take payoffs for various things and, someWLPHV ´SROLFH VHUYLFHµ GHSHQGV RQ \RXU
ability to pay. The idea of picking up the
phone and calling for police because your
NLG·VELNHJRWVWROHQLVQRQH[LVWHQW,I\RX
ZDQW WR ÀOH D SROLFH UHSRUW \RX JR WR WKH
police station, unless you are in the elite
FODVVRIVRFLHW\,I\RX·UHSRRUWRXJKOXFN
,I\RX·UHZHOORIIWKH\PLJKWVHQGDFRXSOH
RI RIÀFHUV WR \RXU KRXVH ZLWK WKH XQGHUstanding that there should be something
more substantial than tea and samosas
waiting when they get there.
What gets enforced? Whatever the government wants is enforced which includes
unethical behavior. In some areas of the
country, the police will arrest a would-be
groom for failing to complete the engagePHQWDQGPDUU\WKHJLUO$QGWKH\ZLOODUUHVWKLP/LNH,VDLGLW·Vdifferent here.
For criminal matters, forget jury trials –
WKHUHLVQRVXFKWKLQJ<RX·UHDWWKHPHUF\
of a judge who might not like the way you
look or is simply predisposed to thinking
\RX·UH JXLOW\ <RX do get a lawyer, but I
doubt you get anything like discovery. The
bottom line is the same mantra we tell peoSOHKHUH'RQ·WVFUHZXS DQGWKDWLQFOXGHV
breaking off an engagement).
$V , ZULWH WKLV ,·P VHYHQ GD\V DZD\
from boarding my plane back to the US. In
WRGD\·VSDSHUDPDQZDVDUUHVWHGIRUSURtesting the state prime minister and calling
her a prostitute. Vulgar or offensive speech
is arrestable here.
,·YH EHHQ ZDWFKLQJ WKH SURWHVWV EDFN
home about the Dobbs decision and, as
GLYLGHGDVRXUQDWLRQLV,FRXOGQ·WKHOSEXW
feel pride that we have the freedom to go
out and scream at each other, call each
other names and criticize politicians withRXW EHLQJ DUUHVWHG ,·OO PLVV WKLQJV DERXW
Kolkata. It is truly a unique and magical
SODFHZKRVHQLFNQDPHLVWKH´&LW\RI-R\µ
But, I love my freedom and the wheels on
my plane will be touching down at Miami
,QWHUQDWLRQDORQ-XO\WK
Until then, cheers from the other side of
the planet. P&SN
Ramesh Nyberg retired from law enforcement in November 2006 after 27
years in police work. He lives in Miami
and teaches criminal justice at a local
high school. He also teaches regional law enforcement courses through
Training Force, USA. He enjoys getting feedback from readers and can be
reached at ramesh.nyberg@gmail.com.
Also, Ram has recently announced his
newly published book, The Ten Must+DYHV WR %H D *UHDW 'HWHFWLYH, available on Amazon in both paperback and
Kindle eBook. You can find it by visiting
https://tinyurl.com/hwc2xajm
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Uniforms, Badges and Apparel
ELBECO

AKER INTERNATIONAL, INC.
The new 510L Double Magazine
Pouch for extended magazines accommodates two 17 round 9mm magazines
such as from SIG SAUER (size 2) and
Staccato (size 3). These fit standard duty
belts, either horizontally or vertically, and
are available in plain or basketweave with
chrome, brass, black, or hidden snaps.
Also new is the model 558 NARCAN®
Pouch which holds two NARCAN units.
These fit standard duty belts and are
available in basketweave or plain leather
with a VELCRO® closure.
akerleather.com

Elbeco’s new CX360 Uniform Series has
been designed to stand up to the demanding
conditions of the streets while maintaining a professional public image. Elevated fabric technology combined with performance-driven design
provides for enhanced function, comfort and versatility in all climates and conditions.
Made from NanoSpun, the four-way stretch,
wrinkle-resistant, lightweight fabric provides a
high range of motion and comfort and is nonabsorbent which means that moisture from the skin
evaporates instead of being drawn into the material. Nanofluid repellency repels fluids,
stains and soil; antimicrobial technology inhibits odors; and UV 50 protection prevents
sun damage. CX360 is machine washable for easy maintenance.

elbeco.com

INFERNO USA EYEWEAR

BLACKINTON®
Blackinton developed its proprietary
Unlimited Coloring technology to offer departments a unique way of showing support for a cause. Blackinton can
incorporate color on a metal badge
without disrupting the detail in the metal. Traditionally, adding color to a metal
badge was limited to finishing the surface or adding color within the badge’s
metal walls. With Unlimited Coloring,
Blackinton can add unique designs to
badges economically without the need
for a new die.

10
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Available for law enforcement from
Inferno USA Eyewear, these best-selling frames are the BURN style sunglass/goggle. Made from aluminum
which allows you to shape them perfectly to your face, you can also add
a prescription to the lenses. The foam
insert is removable, as is the prescription insert; the polarized high-def transitional lenses can be worn for indoor
or outdoor shooting. Designed for high
performance, custom engraving and
colors are available and they come with
a lifetime warranty.

infernousa.com

SMITH & WARREN
The S692 and S692E are available exclusively from Smith & Warren. The S692
and S692E eagle top shields feature two
American flags flanking the center seal
and are available in various Smith & Warren finishes. These brand-new styles are
perfect as an anniversary badge or as an
update to your department’s image. You
can design your S692 and S692E badge
online or choose from 1200+ other custom
badge models.

smithwarren.com

WATERSHED®
The WaterShed StormForce™ Zulu Pull Over is perfect for
maximum comfort and performance under an external carrier. The sleek, half zippered front and CORDURA® reinforced
shoulders offer a smooth finish ideal for on or off duty use.
Manufactured from 2-layer GORE-TEX®, it boasts the ultimate
abrasion-resistant, waterproof, windproof, and highly breathable barrier you demand to stay warm and dry. Customizable
with an assortment of options, it is made in the USA and is
Berry Compliant.

wearewatershed.com
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Roadway Safety Resource Toolkit
Published by the National Policing Institute, this toolkit is
provided to help agencies develop or modify policy, provide adGLWLRQDO WUDLQLQJ WR RIÀFHUV DQG FKDQJH RUJDQL]DWLRQDO FXOWXUH
WRLPSURYHRIÀFHUVDIHW\RQWKHURDGZD\V7KHWRRONLWLQFOXGHV
VDIHW\ PHVVDJLQJ H[DPSOH SROLFLHV WUDIÀF LQFLGHQW PDQDJHment resources, and more.
The toolkit is available at https://tinyurl.com/bdeahjja

New Toolkit for Preventing Mass Shootings
and Other Attacks
NIJ-funded researchers created a toolkit to help reduce the
likelihood of mass shootings and other public attacks, and reduce the casualties of completed attacks.
After studying 600 mass attack events and plots, interviewing
dozens of experts and reviewing hundreds of references, the
WHDPLGHQWLÀHGWKH0DVV$WWDFNV'HIHQVH&KDLQDVHULHVRIGHfenses which work together to reduce the probability of mass
attacks and their impacts.
In this toolkit, researchers describe the most important tips
they found to help reduce the likelihood and casualties of mass
attacks. They also point to key guidance and resources to provide more detailed information.
To access the toolkit, visit https://tinyurl.com/42jrnufd

2 NEW LIGHT SERIES

TO
SERVE
AND
PROTECT

800.557.0098 | 308.278.3131 | www.golight.com
>> Updated Design / Increased IP Ratings
>> LED or Halogen Lighting Heads
>> 2x Stronger Magnetic Grip
>> Multi Unit Selection Remote
>> Home Position Button
>> Low Amp Draw

This Ofﬁcer Wears
a Stratton Hat
and So Should You.
Stratton Hats is the world’s largest manufacturer of hats for uniformed personnel.
Stratton Uniform Hats enhance authority and dignity, and have the added beneﬁt
of opaque, sun-shielding brims for valuable protection against harmful UV rays.
All Stratton Hats are made in the USA. Nothing tops a Stratton Hat.
Visit our website or call today.
Phone: 708-544-5220 Fax: 708-544-5243

WWW.STRAT TONHATS.COM
After the workday,
keep your style on
with an authentic
Use your Smart Phone
and QR code scanner
to visit our web site.
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New Digital Indoor Mapping Capability Now Available for First Responders
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Science and
Technology Directorate (S&T) funded the development of a cloudEDVHGFDSDELOLW\ZKLFKHQDEOHVÀUVWUHVSRQGHUVWRUHYLHZDQGDQDO\]HLQGRRUÁRRUSODQVLQUHDOWLPHZKHQUHVSRQGLQJWRLQFLGHQWV
Mappedin Response was developed in collaboration with MappeGLQ,QFRI:DWHUORR2QWDULRDQGLVDYDLODEOHWRÀUVWUHVSRQGHUV
DQGORFDOJRYHUQPHQWVDVDOLFHQVHGFORXGEDVHGVHUYLFH
´,WKDVEHHQDPDMRUFKDOOHQJHIRUÀUVWUHVSRQGHUVWRTXLFNO\
GHWHUPLQH WKH OD\RXWV RI VWUXFWXUHV KLQGHULQJ WKHP IURP PDNLQJ LQIRUPHG GHFLVLRQV EHIRUH HQWHULQJ D EXLOGLQJµ VDLG .DWKU\Q &RXOWHU 0LWFKHOO '+6 6HQLRU 2IÀFLDO 3HUIRUPLQJ WKH 'XWLHV
RIWKH8QGHU6HFUHWDU\IRU6FLHQFHDQG7HFKQRORJ\´0DSSHGLQ
Response provides the ability to conduct a 360 degree assessPHQW ZLWK GLJLWL]HG ÁRRU SODQV EHWWHU SRVLWLRQLQJ UHVSRQGHUV WR
WDNHQHFHVVDU\SUHFDXWLRQVDQGHQVXUHWKH\KDYHWKHQHFHVVDU\
HTXLSPHQWDQGWRROVWRDFWPRUHHIIHFWLYHO\LQSURWHFWLQJSHRSOH
SURSHUW\DQGWKHLURZQOLYHVµ
:LWK0DSSHGLQ5HVSRQVHÀUVWUHVSRQGHUVFDQFUHDWHXSGDWHDQGPDLQWDLQDGLJLWDO´ZDUHKRXVHµRI'ÁRRUSODQVWKH\
FDQDFFHVVRQWDEOHWVDQGPRELOHGHYLFHVHOLPLQDWLQJWKHQHHG
WRUHO\RQRXWGDWHGKDUGFRS\ÁRRUSODQVDQGPDSV,QDGGLWLRQ
UHVSRQGHUVFDQDGGNH\LQIRUPDWLRQVXFKDVWKHEXLOGLQJ·VFRQVWUXFWLRQPDWHULDOVORFDWLRQVRIÀUHK\GUDQWVDQGWKHSUHVHQFH
RIKD]DUGRXVPDWHULDOV'XULQJWKHGHYHORSPHQWRI0DSSHGLQ
5HVSRQVH 6 7 DQG 0DSSHGLQ LQFRUSRUDWHG IHHGEDFN IURP
ÀUVWUHVSRQGHUVDQGORFDOJRYHUQPHQWDFURVVWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV
DQG&DQDGDZKLOHGHYHORSLQJWKHVRIWZDUH
´7KLVQHZWRROZLOODOVRKHOSIHGHUDOVWDWHDQGORFDOFRPPX-

nities plan for different types of incidents which is an essential
HOHPHQWRIHIIHFWLYHUHVSRQVHE\DQ\ÀUVWUHVSRQGHUDJHQF\µVDLG
$QWKRQ\ &DUDFFLROR 6 7 )LUVW 5HVSRQGHU &DSDELOLW\ 3URJUDP
0DQDJHU ´)RU H[DPSOH WKH 0DSSHGLQ 5HVSRQVH SODWIRUP ZLOO
FRPSOHPHQW GHWHFWLRQ DQG WUDFNLQJ WHFKQRORJLHV VXFK DV VHQVRUVZKLFKFDQGHWHFWJXQVKRWVRUWKHSUHVHQFHRIOLIHDOORZLQJ
WKHVHV\VWHPVWRRYHUOD\WKHLUVSHFLÀFRXWSXWVRQWRDÁRRUSODQ
7KLV SURYLGHV ÀUVW UHVSRQGHUV D KROLVWLF YLHZ RI ZKDW WKH\ DUH
GHDOLQJZLWKVRWKH\FDQFRRUGLQDWHWKHLUSODQVDFFRUGLQJO\µ
)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQRQ0DSSHGLQ5HVSRQVHYLVLW
mappedin.com/industries/public-safety/

The Next Generation of Rail-Mounted
Lighting Systems for Long Guns.
The TLR ® RM 1 Laser & TLR® RM 2 Laser feature both an ambidextrous tail switch
and remote pressure switch, with independent switch operation giving you the
security of knowing you’ll always have light. This complete lighting system provides
everything needed to mount to your long gun in a compact and lightweight package.

TLR® RM 1 – 500 LUMENS | TLR® RM 2 – 1,000 LUMENS | AVAILABLE WITH RED OR GREEN LASER | DUAL SWITCHES INCLUDED | CR123A POWERED

STREAMLIGHT.COM/TLR-RM

© 2022 STREAMLIGHT, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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SWAT/Tactical Equipment
Kinetic Breaching Tool

New SIGYN Mk1 Throwable Robot

The SIGYN Mk1 is an operator-friendly
robot which provides teams with scouting
capability through two ultrasensitive day/
night cameras. While 150 degree views
allow for an impressive scope, dimmable
IR LEDs on the front, back and top of the
vehicle provide video clarity and NVG lighting. SIGYN Mk1 is purpose-built with aviation-grade carbon fiber and reinforced with
polycarbonate frames for a rugged but lightweight build, allowing the operator to deploy
the bot with a single-handed throw.
The SIGYN Mk1 is seamlessly integrated
into the Sky-Hero Tactical Robotics Suite
and is operated via the Odyssy GCS, the
same handheld GCS controller which operates the LOKI Mk2 Tactical sUAS (drone
system). The Odyssy GCS controller employs the superior Odyssy platform, an ultrasecure interface which doesn’t require
the use of GPS, WiFi or cell service. Its
AES 256 encryption and diversified analog
audio-video receptors prohibit signal interception and secure all vehicle, payload and
intelligence data. The GCS can operate up
to four devices simultaneously.

loki.aardvarktactical.com/sigyn/

New Under Door Camera Adapter

The new Under Door Camera Adapter
enables a tactical team operator to single-handedly deploy the Zistos Dual View
Under Door Camera, while freeing their
other hand to hold a weapon or shield. The
dual sensor camera system is equipped
with IR illumination, a high gain microphone,
and generates a video image of a room from
underneath the door. It can also look up at
the door for a barricade or booby trap.
zistos.com
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The Kinetic Breaching Tool (KBT), available from
AARDVARK Tactical, has been purpose-built to fill
the gap between manual forced entry and explosive
breaching. This tool employs physics in the form of a
self-contained impact ram which utilizes powder-actuated cartridges. The KBT is positioned directly into a
door or entryway, and captures the force of the ram
within the tool, ensuring that no projectile or explosive
energy leaves the device.
The KBT also increases operator safety by allowing operators to breach from behind a shield or to the side of the door. This is a ready-touse device which can completely replace explosive and hydraulic breaching, battering rams
and other manual forced entry techniques which drain valuable time and energy. The KBT
breaches metal security screen doors and also defeats outward opening steel doors within a
steel frame.

kbt.aardvarktactical.com

New Line of NV and Thermal Imaging Products

New for 2022, EOTECH® has partnered with a world-renowned manufacturer of electro-optics to provide a full line of
EOTECH branded, military-grade Night Vision (NV) and thermal
imaging products. This full line includes everything from head
worn NV devices to clip-on weapon systems.
Included is the new EOTECH MonoNV Monocular, an image
intensified, tubed night vision device built to the same standard
as the military AN/PVS-14 system. This multipurpose monocular
is adapted for operation as handheld, helmet/head-mounted or
weapon-mounted.
An integrated IR LED illuminator is used for short-range
illumination and Gen 3 White Phosphor tube technology gives maximum target detection and
recognition range.

eotechinc.com

New FN
Five-seveN®
MRD
New Crossbow Suppressor™
Eyeshield

The ESS Crossbow Suppressor frame
is designed for use with ear cup hearing
protection and communications devices.
Featuring Z-Bend™ Geometry, the frame’s
ultrathin temple arms help keep noise out by
minimizing the effect on the padded seal of
ear cups. The slim temples eliminate the hot
spots and pressure points which commonly
occur when normal eyewear is worn under
ear cups.
The Suppressor frame is compatible
with all Crossbow® lenses. These 2.4mm
polycarbonate lenses feature distortion-free
ESSOPTICS™ and ClearZone™ FlowCoat
technology to combat fogging on the inside
and scratches on the outside. The frame’s
DedBolt™ Lens Lock provides quick lens
interchange and rock-solid retention under
impact.

esseyepro.com

FN America recently introduced the
FN Five-seveN MRD optics-ready pistol
chambered in 5.7x28mm and coupled with
major upgrades to the frame and slide.
The Five-seveN MRD’s optic mount consists of a series of plates which mate the
optic to the slide. Users are able to mount
a miniature red dot sight utilizing the corresponding plates and screws provided. The
three dot photo luminescent sights are adjustable for elevation and windage and cowitness with certain optics.
With newly enhanced slide serrations and
extended cocking ridges at the rear of the
slide, the Five-seveN MRD’s overall operability and user manipulations are vastly
improved. A new stippled texturing on the
grip frame, along with more extensive front
strap serrations, improve grip consistency
for complete control. The magazine release
has also been enlarged and reshaped for
intuitive control and rapid reloads.

fnamerica.com

Hellion™ 5.56 Rifle

N-ear 360 Flexo™ Earpiece

The new N-ear 360 Flexo is the most
comfortable earpiece in law enforcement –
providing 100% situational awareness with
0% ear fatigue for all-day wear. The N-ear
360 Flexo replaces existing acoustic tube
earpieces with its low profile (nearly invisible
to the eye) and sound quality which makes
radio calls ten times clearer.
The N-ear 360 earpiece is designed by
Denmark’s leading in-ear experts to be the
most comfortable, covert and best-sounding earpiece for two-way radios, with the
sophistication to handle smartphones and
push-to-talk applications.

n-ear.com

New XD-M® Elite 4.5" OSP™ 10mm

The new XD-M Elite 4.5" OSP 10mm,
from Springfield Armory, combines all of
the refinements of the Elite series with
the power of the 10mm cartridge. Offering a 16+1 capacity, the pistol features
the Match Enhanced Trigger Assembly
(META™) with a flat face, crisp break
and integral overtravel stop. Additional features include an optics cut slide,
an extended/removable flared magwell,
improved slide serrations, and an ambidextrous slide stop. The result is a highly
shootable and powerful polymer-framed
pistol.
springfield-armory.com

The Hellion, from Springfield Armory,
represents an innovative approach to firearms design, redefining perceptions of
semiauto 5.56mm performance. Featuring
a “bullpup” configuration where the action is
located behind the trigger, the Hellion features an overall length of just 28.25 inches
while still possessing a 16 inch barrel. Its
ambidextrous controls work jointly with a reversible case ejection system.
The Hellion comes with QD mount points
on both sides of the 5.56mm bullpup, ensuring you can use the sling of your choice,
arranged for use from either side.
It also features a two position adjustable
gas block with “S” (suppressed) and “N”
(normal) modes to adapt to conditions and
ammo availability.
springfield-armory.com

New FN 15® DMR3 Rifles

FN America has recently announced the release of three new FN 15 models in Designated
Marksman Rifle (DMR) configuration. In its third edition, the FN 15 DMR3 is now available in
several new colors – matte black anodize, Flat Dark Earth (FDE) or tungsten gray Cerakote.
The FN 15 DMR3 designated marksman rifle has an 18 inch hybrid profile barrel which is
chrome lined and made from FN’s proprietary machine gun steel. The rifle also features a
rifle-length gas system, a SureFire ProComp Muzzle Brake which reduces recoil and muzzle
rise, and a Geissele two-stage G2S trigger which allows for precise trigger control.

fnamerica.com

New Level IIIA Tactical Clipboard

Designed specifically to augment standard law
enforcement duty gear without an overbearing presence or a hindering weight (about the weight of an
iPad®), the tactical clipboard, from Hardwire®, layers over the forearm, discreetly allowing officers to
be outfitted with ballistic protection throughout their
shift. Equipped with an ergonomic handle and durable VELCRO® elastic strap, the clipboard allows
for hands-free control and utilizes natural response
to threat maneuvers. While the handle empowers
the user with another tool for blocking or shielding
in confrontations, the tactical clipboard protects the
head or vital torso area with highly effective ballistic
protection.

hardwirellc.com

New Future-proofed Armor Plate

Adept Armor has recently introduced the
Colossus™ armor plate which offers protective capabilities beyond Level IV or RF3
plates. The Colossus utilizes advanced materials to produce the strongest plate in its
category, yet weighs significantly less than
the average Level IV or RF3 plate at just over
six pounds (in the Shooter’s Cut) and is only
1.13" in thickness.
The Colossus was built and tested to
VPAM 12 with a ballistic rating for 7.62x51mm
Swiss P AP (tungsten core) at 810 m/s.
VPAM is the European standard for testing
and measurement of ballistic materials and
products. Additionally, the Colossus is also
rated for: VPAM 11 – 7.62x51mm M993
(tungsten core) at 940 m/s; Level IV (RF3) –
.30-06 AP M2 at 880 m/s; and special threats
such as the 5.56x45mm M995 at 1000 m/s
(along with similar and lesser threats).
The Colossus is available in a variety of
configurations and offers edge-to-edge protection.
adeptarmor.com
policeandsecuritynews.com • July/August 2022
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New Forensic Science Techniques
and Technology
Stephenie Slahor, Ph.D.

Like most endeavors in science,
forensic technology develops
new techniques to solve problems
and improve processes. Here are
some of those recent examples.
Drones
Ground-based crime scene analysis can be effective, of
course, but adding in the help of drone-mounted assistance may
PHDQ EHWWHU HIÀFLHQF\ DQG VSHHG LQ DQDO\]LQJ D VFHQH $QG
XQOLNH JURXQGEDVHG WHFKQLTXHV LH WDNLQJ SKRWRV FUHDWLQJ
maps and charts, sketching, laser scanning) which might contaminate a crime scene because someone has to walk through
it, drone-mounted technology may eliminate such contamination
DQGWKHSRVVLELOLW\RIH[SRVLQJVRPHRQHWRSRWHQWLDOKD]DUGV
Researchers at Kansas State University recently tested
GURQHPRXQWHGUHPRWHVHQVRUVYHUVXVWHUUHVWULDOODVHUVFDQQLQJ
While terrestrial laser scanning did a better job of creating accurate images of (staged) outdoor crime scenes, when partnered
with drone-mounted scanning, the data became even more accu-

UDWHDQGOHVVOLNHO\WRKDYHHYLGHQFHFRQWDPLQDWLRQRUGHVWUXFWLRQ
Using terrestrial scanning methods with drone-mounted
PRWLRQ SKRWRJUDPPHWULF VHQVLQJ DQG /L'$5 /LJKW 'HWHFWLRQ
$QG5DQJLQJ WKHUHVHDUFKHUVFROOHFWHGERWKTXDQWLWDWLYHDQG
qualitative data at staged crime scenes in both daylight and at
QLJKW7KHWHUUHVWULDOODVHUVFDQQLQJWRRNORQJHUDQGKDG´EOLQG
VSRWVµZKHUHVFDQSRVLWLRQVRUREVWDFOHVEORFNHGDIXOOYLHZ7KH
drone-mounted scans had no blind spots, but sometimes had
ORZ OHYHOV RI GLVWLQJXLVKDEOH GHWDLO 5HGXFHG GHWDLO IURP ERWK
PHWKRGVRFFXUUHGXQGHUQLJKWOLJKWFRQGLWLRQV
7KH UHVHDUFK FRQFOXGHG WKDW LQYHVWLJDWRUV DQG MXULHV YLHZLQJ
data from drones could view a crime scene in a more complete
DQGYLUWXDOO\XQDOWHUHGVWDWH%XWWKHVWXG\DGGHGWKDWWKHEHWWHU
WKH/L'$5V\VWHPHTXLSPHQWWKHPRUHOLNHO\SHUIRUPDQFHZRXOG
EHHQKDQFHGLQFDSWXULQJGDWDDQGLPDJHV
7KHSURMHFWZDVIXQGHGWKURXJKWKH1DWLRQDO,QVWLWXWHRI-XVWLFH
1,-  *UDQW 5&; ´(YDOXDWLRQ RI 7HUUHVWULDO /DVHU
6FDQQLQJDQG$HULDO5HPRWH6HQVLQJZLWK6PDOO8QPDQQHG$LUFUDIW6\VWHPVIRU)RUHQVLF&ULPH6FHQH5HFRQVWUXFWLRQµE\.XUW
-&DUUDZD\

Three-dimensional Laser Scanning
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(YLGHQFHDWDFULPHVFHQHQHHGVWREHGRFXPHQWHGDQGWKHUH
PXVWEHUHOLDEOHGDWDFROOHFWLRQLQRUGHUWREHXVHGLQFRXUW7UDditional methods of data collection are now being augmented
by three-dimensional laser scanning which produces quality imDJHVDQGSUHFLVHPHDVXUHPHQWV$ODVWKUHHGLPHQVLRQDOODVHU
scanning is expensive and you need a well-trained person to do
it correctly, but it is superior to the less expensive two-dimensional methods of informing and convincing investigators and
MXULHV$FTXLULQJWKLVWHFKQRORJ\PD\EHZRUWKFRQVLGHULQJ
7RWKDWHQGWKH1,-VXSSRUWHGUHVHDUFKDWWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI
7HQQHVVHH WR H[DPLQH FRVWEHQHÀW FRQVLGHUDWLRQV RI WKUHHGLmensional laser scanning versus traditional crime scene documentation (two-dimensional topographic diagrams, photos and
VNHWFKHV 
7KHVWXG\IRXQGWKDWKDQGGUDZQVNHWFKHVZHUHWKHOHDVWH[SHQVLYH WR FUHDWH PLQXWH SHU VNHWFK  IROORZHG E\ SKRWRJUDSK\ PLQXWH  WZRGLPHQVLRQDO GLDJUDPV PLQXWH 
DQGÀQDOO\WKUHHGLPHQVLRQDOVFDQQHUV PLQXWH 
&RQVLGHULQJWKHWLPHLQYROYHGSKRWRJUDSK\ZDVWKHTXLFNHVW
followed by hand drawn sketches, three-dimensional scanners
DQGWZRGLPHQVLRQDOGLDJUDPV
While expensive and time-consuming in terms of equipment
and user training, the study implied that data from three-dimensional scanners can be accurate and reliable in court and can
rank as the preferred method of documentation of different angles
DWDFULPHVFHQHOHDYLQJQRWKLQJWRFRQMHFWXUH
P&SN • July/August 2022
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NEW FORENSIC SCIENCE TECHNIQUES AND TECHNOLOGY
Continued from page 16

A recent study has found that juries viewing data and images from drones could
view a crime scene in a more complete and unaltered state.
NIJ award 2016-DN-BX-0177 funded
the study, “Implications of Three-Dimensional Laser Scanned Images for the
Criminal Justice System,” by Giovanna
Vidoli, Joanne Devlin, Jenna Watson, Michael Kenyhercz, and Jason Keller.

The “NamUs” Database

Missing and unidentified person cases top 600,000 annually in the US. Nicknamed the nation’s “silent mass disaster,”
many (if not most) cases are resolved
quickly, but some are not. The Department

of Justice’s “National Missing and Unidentified Persons System” (NamUs) is a database established for information and case
characteristics about such persons.
The NIJ found that there was a lack of
empirical data about whether some cases are violence-related. Also lacking data
is the question of whether there is a disproportionate number of Native American
Indian and Alaska natives in missing and
unidentified persons cases.
Using keywords, researchers at the
University of North Texas Health Science

Center mined the NamUs case entries to
classify them as violent or nonviolent cases. Examined were the manner of death,
DNA availability, age of the case, and types
of violence. The researchers found that the
level of violence was lower than expected
at about ten percent of all missing person
cases and that most missing person cases
were resolved with the person found alive
in either violent or nonviolent cases.
The findings also showed violence more
common in cases involving female victims
and that physical violence was the most
common form of violence for males or females. Older “cold” cases (more than 20
years unsolved) usually involved violence
more often than more recent cases.
For females, the highest number of
missing person cases – whether violent or
nonviolent – were persons under age 18.
For males, the cases were more evenly
distributed across age groups.
The research could not draw any definitive data about Native American Indian
and Alaskan native cases in the frequency
of missing and unidentified persons.
Recommendations from the study point
toward using more particular biometrics,
DNA analysis, fingerprints, and dental information. But, the study emphasized that
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ALMOST NO AMMUNITION MANUFACTURER
INSPECTS EVERY SINGLE ROUND, BUT WE DO.
IT TAKES EXTRA TIME AND COST TO
HUNT FOR THE SMALLEST IMPERFECTION,

but we wouldn’t do it
any other way.

NamUs is an ever changing data collection and that case entries might not indicate whether violence was a factor in the
individual case.
The NIJ award for the study is 2016-MUBX-K007, “Cases Associated with Violence in the National Missing and Unidentified Persons System,” by Steven Hafner,
B.J. Spamer and Bruce Budowle.

DNA Forensic Laboratory
Efficiency

The NIJ has published a guide to help
DNA forensic labs cope with both rising
costs and the rising demand for timely and
competent analysis. The guide is titled,
“National Best Practices for Improving
DNA Laboratory Process Efficiency,” and
lists 67 recommendations for enhanced
lab work.
The recommendations range among
such topics as improved management
and operations; leadership and teams;
evidence screening; DNA analysis; case
acceptance policies; case prioritization;
recruitment, training and retention of staff;
workflow; automation versus bench work;
information technology and data management; allele (gene forms and DNA
sequences); relevancy of samples; geno-

typing software; and short- and long-term
planning for new technologies.
The format features ease of use to focus
on five main chapter sections: laboratory
management and operations; accepting
and managing cases; staffing; data analysis and management; and new technology
best practices.
The guide also includes a glossary and
appendices for a sample of an evidence
submission policy; city/county/state examples of evidence submission policies; and
considerations to make before purchasing
a Laboratory Information Management
System.
The guide can be downloaded at
https://tinyurl.com/2p885jc2

Field Drug Testing Programs

The Forensic Technology Center of Excellence of the NIJ has created a training
framework to certify law enforcement officers in presumptively identifying drugs
while in the field.
In the US, drugs and certain chemicals
are classified in one of five schedules,
depending on their medical use and their
abuse potential. Forensic laboratories
confirm these substances after screening
with a variety of methods, but recent tech-

nology has created screening techniques
which use portable instruments for testing
in the field.
Pilot programs with the Phoenix (AZ)
Police Department; the Utah Bureau of
Forensic Services; the Philadelphia (PA)
Police Department and District Attorney;
the Oregon State Police; the Ontario (OR)
Police Department; and the Michigan
State Police tested various commercial
drug testing kits to be used in the field and
examined the training needed for the proper use of the kits.
Among the results of these pilot programs were conclusions such as keeping
testing protocols simple and easy to use,
especially afield; doing annual and even
periodic training in correct testing protocols; and collaborating data with prosecuting attorneys and crime laboratories in the
jurisdiction.
Details about the commercial drug
testing kits, training, the implementing
of field testing capabilities, and the use
of portable testing devices can be found
at forensiccoe.org at “Model Strategies
for Field Drug Testing Programs.” P&SN
Stephenie Slahor, Ph.D., JD, is a writer in
the fields of law enforcement and security.
She can be reached at drss12@msn.com.
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ithin close quarters, there is precious little time to react and no
special skill is needed to inflict a
serious injury or even death.
In 2019, the FBI reported that 48 law
enforcement officers were feloniously slain in the line of duty. Of that total,
14 were killed at distances of five feet or
less. That represents a significant piece
of the pie with roughly 29% of all fatalities.
This is hardly an anomaly and this trend
has been evident for years. Quite frankly,
it causes you to wonder if our training is
up to the challenge.
Football fans are familiar with the term
“red zone” where the offensive team has
driven within 20 yards of the goal line in
the defensive team’s territory. The likelihood of scoring a touchdown or field goal
is much higher and both teams play with
greater intensity. As a result, both offensive and defensive strategies have to
make adjustments in order to succeed.
Can we draw a parallel between football
and defeating an attack in close quarters?
Clearly, drawing from the holster and rais-

In extreme close quarters, you might
have to fight it out before you can resort to your higher power.
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ing the gun to eye level with two hands
may not be the answer when an armed
assailant is just a step or two away.
Although most contemporary police
qualification courses include an element
where officers fire at a target at short
range, we need to do much better. Simply
put, qualification does not equate to training. Firing a requisite number of rounds
at a static target does not prepare you to
succeed in a fight against a violent, moving
aggressor who has sucker punched you or
pushed you to the ground. Granted, the
use of deadly force cannot be justified in
many of these attacks, but when a weapon or improvised weapon is being brought
into play, the game changes completely.

HANDS-ON TO HANDGUN

The fact that you are armed doesn’t
mean that you are in total control. Should
an assailant introduce a knife or club in
close quarters, you have little time to
counter and going to the gun right away
may get you killed. Sure, you can execute that one second draw on the sterile
range, but by the time you process all that
information and go for the gun, the bad
guy has already plunged that screwdriver
into your neck.
The reality of the situation is that your
“go to the gun” response is going to eat
up a few seconds and give your opponent
the advantage. In many instances, you
will be far better served initially responding with an empty hand technique which
may allow you time to access your higher
power. Unfortunately, many officers have
not had the opportunity to train in bridging

that gap between empty hand skills and
the firearm. If your agency has been remiss in this regard, you would be well advised to seek it out on your own. Contrary
to popular opinion, you do not have to be
a black belt in the martial arts to meet with
a measure of success.
Effective countermeasures in any
close quarters conflict can be realized by
doing any of the following to your opponent: interrupt the breathing; interrupt the
vision; or interrupt the balance.
If possible, combinations of the above
will dramatically increase your odds of
success. Your initial response should be
to block the incoming attack and protect
the vital areas of your head, neck and
chest. Immediately take the fight to the
assailant before he can regroup.
Fingers in the eyes, palm strikes, hammer fists, knees to the groin or common
peroneal nerve (nerve in the outside of
the upper leg in the thigh) can be very effective in taking the fight out of an aggressor in close quarters. Consider working
out with a training partner to master a few
simple blocks which can protect you in a
close quarters attack.

THE RETENTION POSITION

Over the years, there have been a
number of close quarters techniques devised – some are good; others are best
forgotten. For this discussion, I will offer
a few which provide the best chance of
success. Recognize there is no one technique which is best and you have to pick
and choose based on what is going on
around you and what the assailant is do-

policeandsecuritynews.com • July/August 2022
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GUNFIGHTING IN THE RED ZONE
Continued from page 20

Contact with a subject may push your
gun out of battery and prevent it from
ÀULQJ

The support hand comes over the top
of the slide to return it to battery and
DOORZV \RX WR ÀUH 7KLV KRZHYHU ZLOO
FDXVH D VWRSSDJH 'LVHQJDJH FOHDU
WKHVWRSSDJHDQGÀUHDGGLWLRQDOVKRWV
LIQHFHVVDU\
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LQJ1HHGOHVVWRVD\DÀUHDUPUHVSRQVH
ZRXOGRQO\EHMXVWLÀHGLIWKHUHZDVDQLPPHGLDWHDQGXQDYRLGDEOHWKUHDWRIGHDWK
RUVHULRXVERGLO\LQMXU\
3UREDEO\ WKH PRVW FRPPRQO\ WDXJKW
H[WUHPH FORVH TXDUWHUV VKRRWLQJ WHFKQLTXHLVWKHUHWHQWLRQSRVLWLRQ8QOLNHWKH
UDQJHZHKDYHWRFRQVLGHUWKDW\RXPD\
EHLQSK\VLFDOFRQWDFWZLWK\RXUDVVDLODQW
DW WKH PRPHQW RI WUXWK DQG WKLV VLPSOH
IDFW LV RIWHQ LJQRUHG LQ WUDGLWLRQDO SROLFH
ÀUHDUPV WUDLQLQJ 7R DYRLG D GLVDUP DWWHPSWRUKDYLQJWKHPX]]OHGHÁHFWHGWKH
JXQLVGUDZQDQGKHOGWLJKWWRWKHERG\DW
FKHVWOHYHO$VVRRQDVDGHFLVLRQWRÀUH
KDV EHHQ PDGH ERWK KDQGV DUH LQ PRWLRQ$VWKHVWURQJKDQGJRHVIRUWKHJXQ
WKHVXSSRUWKDQGLVEURXJKWWRWKHEDFNRI
WKHQHFNZKLOHWKHDUPSURWHFWVWKHKHDG
DQGXSSHUERG\
'HSHQGLQJRQWKHVLWXDWLRQWKHPX]]OHRI\RXUÀUHDUPPD\EHOHYHORUDQJOHG
GRZQ %ULQJLQJ WKH HOERZ DOO WKH ZD\ WR
WKHUHDUZLOOSXWVKRWVRQWKHDVVDLODQW·V
ORZHU WRUVR JURLQ RU HYHQ WKH OHJV7KH
NH\LVWRJHW\RXUSLVWRODVIDUWRWKHUHDU
DV SRVVLEOH 7KH SLVWRO VKRXOG DOVR EH
VOLJKWO\FDQWHGWRWKHRXWVLGHVRWKDWWKH
VOLGH GRHV QRW FRPH LQ FRQWDFW ZLWK WKH

XSSHUERG\RUDMDFNHW
$IWHU ÀULQJ WKRVH LQLWLDO VKRWV EUHDN
FRQWDFWDQGLISRVVLEOHVWHSEDFNRXWRI
WKHKROHWRFUHDWHGLVWDQFH%HSUHSDUHG
WRÀUHDGGLWLRQDOVKRWVLIWKHWKUHDWLVVWLOO
YLDEOH$FRPPRQPLVWDNHLQZDWFKLQJRIÀFHUVXVLQJWKLVWHFKQLTXHLVWKDWWKHJXQ
LV H[WHQGHG WRR IDU IRUZDUG ,QVWUXFWRUV
QHHGWRWDNHQRWHRIWKLVDQGPDNHVXUH
WKHLUVWXGHQWVGRQRWUHLQIRUFHDQXQVDIH
WHFKQLTXHE\KDYLQJWKHJXQWRRFORVHWR
an assailant.

SHOVE AND SHOOT
$QRWKHUHIIHFWLYHFORVHTXDUWHUVWHFKQLTXH LV EHVW GHVFULEHG DV VKRYH DQG
VKRRW 6KRXOG \RX ÀQG \RXUVHOI LQ YHU\
FORVH SUR[LPLW\ WR D VXEMHFW DQG LW DSSHDUV KH LV WU\LQJ WR EULQJ VRPH VRUW RI
ZHDSRQ LQWR SOD\ WKLV PD\ EH WKH VROXWLRQ$VVRRQDV\RXUHFRJQL]HWKHWKUHDW
VWULNHKDUGZLWK\RXUVXSSRUWKDQGFUHDWH
GLVWDQFHDQGTXLFNO\PRYHEDFNZDUGVDV
WKH JXQ LV EURXJKW WR H\H OHYHO ,GHDOO\
WKHVXEMHFWKDVEHHQGULYHQDVKRUWGLVWDQFHWRWKHUHDUZKLOH\RXKDYHPRYHGLQ
WKHRSSRVLWHGLUHFWLRQ
7KHUH DUH PDQ\ YDULDWLRQV GHYLVHG
DURXQG WKLV WKHPH LQFOXGLQJ D VXGGHQ

DRAGON SKIN
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strike with one or both hands. Some
trainers advocate that the strike should
be directed to the face. Unless I am
physically tied up with the subject, I prefer to direct that blast to the solar plexus
rather than the face. There are simply
too many bad guys with some training
or skill who might be able to avoid your
strike. The chest offers a much bigger
target. If possible, your rearward movement should be on a slight oblique angle
as your opponent will have a hard time
adjusting.
Does it work? At best, this is a sometimes solution. Should an assailant be
PRYLQJ DJJUHVVLYHO\ WRZDUG \RX LW·V
unlikely that your strike will move him to
the rear far enough where you can disengage. Keep in mind that the assailant
can move much faster forward than you
can move backwards and he is likely to
run right over you. Where it may work
is on a static threat who is inside your
personal space. The key to success
remains that hard blast. Also, consider
what is behind you. While this may work
MXVWÀQHRQWKHUDQJHLWZRXOGQRWEHWKH
WHFKQLTXHRIFKRLFHLQDFRQÀQHGVSDFH
with furniture or alongside a busy highZD\ZKHUH\RXPLJKWPRYHLQWRWUDIÀF
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Firing from a retention position is
another viable extreme close quarters
technique.
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GUNFIGHTING IN THE RED ZONE
Continued from page 23

DRIVE FORWARD

Yet another possibility is the drive forward technique. Again, the presumption
is that you have an aggressor in very
close proximity attempting to access a
weapon from their pocket or waistband.
The support hand comes up and the idea
is to get the palm under the chin as you
quickly move forward. The gun is drawn
and held close to the body very much like
the retention position discussed earlier. If
all goes well, your adversary is knocked

off balance and unable to bring his weapon into play while you deliver a burst of
shots.
Much like weapon retention or shove
and shoot, the viability of using the drive
forward technique depends on what
is going on around you. Clearly, you
wouldn’t want to move in on a subject
with a knife in hand. However, it can
work very well against subjects who may
be in light contact with you. Quickly sliding your support hand from the chest to

2022
39TH ANNUAL

LAW ENFORCEMENT OPERATIONS
CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW
MILWAUKEE, WI

•
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the chin while you aggressively move
forward will get things going your way.
A smack on the nose and fingers in the
eyes will also pay dividends. It is extremely important that the muzzle of the
handgun is angled down as to not cover
your own body parts.

CONTACT SHOTS

Violent struggles are unpredictable
and there is a very real possibility that the
muzzle of your firearm comes in contact
with the body of the aggressor. Body contact may very well push the slide out of
battery and prevent the pistol from firing.
When revolvers ruled, this was a nonissue as you can still fire multiple shots with
the barrel in hard contact with an adversary. But, that was then and this is now.
Quite simply, we need to find a solution.
Do you think that is not going to happen? Guess again! A stronger, larger opponent may push you up against a wall or
vehicle or take you to the ground. While
you’re in this compromised position, he is
doing his best to choke you out or smash
you in the head with a brick. Lesser measures have failed or are clearly impossible
and you have no alternative but to resort
to deadly force.
Let’s assume you have gotten the gun
out of the holster, but it has come in contact with the body of your assailant, pushing the slide out of battery. Either the wall
or the ground prevents you from pulling
your arm to the rear and having the pistol return to battery. To remedy this, try
to get the support hand over the top of
the slide and take a firm grip. If you can
retract the strong side arm just a fraction
of an inch, your gun will return to battery
and you can trigger off a shot. Because
the support hand is in contact with the
slide, you will experience a stoppage, but
that one shot has probably changed your
opponent’s focus. Disengage to create
distance, clear the stoppage and fire additional rounds, if necessary.
Having a weapon light mounted on your
pistol may actually alleviate this problem.
With many lights, the bezel extends beyond the muzzle and body contact typically will not push the gun out of battery, but I
wouldn’t bet the mortgage on it!

OTHER CONCERNS

Be sure to incorporate a good bit of
one-handed shooting into your training
regimen. Although the overwhelming percentage of police firearms training is conducted with two hands on the pistol, real
life tells a slightly different story. Footage
from both dash and body cams shows

that officers often fire one-handed only when confronted with
danger at very close range. Techniques often don’t look like
anything we see or teach on the range, but as long as we’re
getting hits on the threat, I’m not all that concerned about form.
I do make it a point to regularly include quite a bit of one-handed
shooting with movement when training the officers in my outfit.
Another area of concern involves firing from nontypical positions, including the ground or while seated. It doesn’t take too
much imagination to come up with scenarios where you slipped
on the ice or have been injured and fallen to the ground. You
may be down, but the fight is still on. Hopefully, you can draw
and still deliver active fire.
Law enforcement officers spend a good amount of their
workday in a seated position inside the vehicle. Additionally,
you may find yourself seated behind a table in some café or
fast food restaurant. Could you quickly react to a deadly threat
in close proximity? I make it a point to have our guys and girls
shoot from the patrol vehicle at least once per year and, on The support side arm can be used to block incoming blows.
occasion, we bring a bunch of chairs out to the range and work
Captain Mike Boyle served with the New Jersey Division of
that angle as well.
For many officers, they haven’t trained for a sudden violent Fish & Wildlife, Bureau of Law Enforcement, and has been an
attack in close quarters. My advice would be to go outside your active firearms instructor for more than 30 years. He has been
comfort zone and try to fill in some of the gaps. I find that Airsoft an assistant police academy director and remains active as an
technology is a great tool to help integrate open hand and fire- academy rangemaster and instructor. Mike has served on the
arms skills with minimal risk. By incorporating some basic emp- Board of Directors of the International Association of Law Enty hand blocks and strikes, along with some tactically sound forcement Firearms Instructors (IALEFI) since 1996. He is the
firearms skills, an officer will be in a much better position to architect and coordinator of IALEFI’s Master Instructor Development Program.
defeat a potentially lethal attack in close quarters. P&SN
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Ballistic Armor Update: 2022
The 29th Annual Report on the
Latest Advances in Ballistic
Armor Technology and Design
P&SN Staff

A

VRIWKHEHJLQQLQJRI-XO\WKH1,-·V
revised ballistic-resistant body armor standard 0101.07 is still awaiting implementation. Announced
back in 2018, the National Institute of
Justice (NIJ) had planned to release a
revised version of the current ballistic-resistant body armor standard in late 2020.
Implementation was delayed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. However, unnamed
industry sources state that the new stan-

Photo courtesy of Adept Armor

dard will be released to manufacturers in
the fall of 2022.

New Book Now Available
Jake Ganor, CEO of Adept Armor, has
recently published a book providing a
comprehensive understanding of how
armor plates are designed, the materials
used, performance characteristics, ballisWLFWHVWLQJSURWRFROVDQGZKDW·VLQWKHQHDU
future for body armor.

Available on Amazon, Body Armor and
Light Ballistic Armor Materials and Systems helps readers better understand
the materials and science behind ballistic
body armor systems. It gives a general
RYHUYLHZ RI WRGD\·V RIIHULQJV DV ZHOO DV
providing a history of body armor in the
modern era.
The initial chapters review the main
types of body armor offered today. Subsequent chapters dive deeper into body
armor materials, properties, histories,
uses, and what the future holds. The third
section reviews the combat helmet and its
KLVWRU\7KHÀQDOVHFWLRQLQFOXGHVDSSHQGLces providing the reader with supplemental statistical, technical and terminological
information, including a comprehensive
glossary.
A Kindle edition is available for only
$5.99 and can be found at
amazon.com/dp/B09H57P92G

NIJ Body Armor Poster
The National Institute of Justice has
recently created a poster which provides
critical information concerning the care of
law enforcement body armor, including
ZKHUHWRFKHFNIRU1,-FRPSOLDQFHFHUWLÀcation and essential pointers for the proper upkeep of body armor.
The NIJ will be making full-size printed
copies of this poster. If you are interested
in being alerted when copies are avail-
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BALLISTIC ARMOR UPDATE: 2022
Continued from page 26

able, please fill out the AskNIJ form
(https://nij.ojp.gov/asknij) and be sure
to include the following information in the
question or comment field:
• “I am interested in the body armor
poster;”
• The name of your agency or
organization;
• The number of posters you would be
interested in receiving; and
• An active E-mail address.
Once the posters are available, the NIJ
will reach out with ordering instructions.

for special operations personnel who have
a broad range of missions including highspeed dynamic entries, linear assaults,
vertical access work, and rural operations.
(spr.aardvarktactical.com)

Adept Armor

The Scalable Plate Rack (SPR) provides both ballistic scalability and
loadout configurability.

AARDVARK Tactical

This NIJ poster provides critical information concerning the care of law
enforcement body armor.
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The new Scalable Plate Rack (SPR)
from PROJECT7 ARMOR is purpose-built
to provide scalability from a plate rack to
an entry vest and configurability allowing
you to change your loadout to fit your mission. Scalability refers to the ability to add
optional soft ballistics to the SPR platform,
“scaling” it either up or down. Configurability refers to the ability to “configure” various features of the SPR to the end-user’s
preference.
Configurable features include: a Loadout System, In-Cummerbund Adaptive
Pouch and Lining. The SPR is designed

Adept Armor has recently introduced
the Colossus™ armor plate which offers
protective capabilities beyond Level IV
or RF3 plates. The Colossus utilizes advanced materials to produce the strongest
plate in its category, yet weighs significantly less than the average Level IV or
RF3 plate at just over six pounds (in the
Shooter’s Cut), and is only 1.13" in thickness.
The Colossus was built and tested to VPAM 12 with a ballistic rating for
7.62x51mm Swiss P AP (tungsten core)
at 810 m/s. VPAM is the European standard for testing and measurement of ballistic materials and products. Additionally,
the Colossus is also rated for: VPAM 11
– 7.62x51mm M993 (tungsten core) at
940 m/s; Level IV (RF3) – .30-06 AP M2 at
880 m/s; and special threats such as the
5.56x45mm M995 at 1000 m/s (along with
similar and lesser threats).The Colossus
is available in a variety of configurations
and offers edge-to-edge protection.
Also new from Adept is the new Storm
Foundation UHMWPE plate which enables users to upgrade from Level III, to
III+, to Level IV on the same base plate.
The Storm: Titanium, which is currently
available, is a low-profile titanium plate

POLICEAMMO FROM THE GUN SHOP

FIREARMS TRAINING
ALTERNATIVES
Reality-Based Training Ammo
FORCE on FORCE – The Industry Leader

UMAREX T4E – Train More Spend Less

UMAREX BB Training

Mantis X Dry Fire Training Aids
60 Main Street #D | Vincentown, New Jersey 08088-8870

Tel: 609-859-1997 | Fax: 609-859-3099 | info@policeammo.com
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The new Storm Body Armor System
from Adept Armor features one plate
with multiple removable strike faces.
which can attach to the strike-face of
the Foundation plate. When the two are
combined, they bring the total thickness
to just 1.1" and the weight to 5.5 pounds,
offering protection from high velocity, steel
cored rifle ball threats such as the M855
and 5.45x39mm 7N6. The Storm: Disruptor is a forthcoming add-on armor plate,
intended for the most extreme threat environments. Made of a toughened ceramic
composite, it can combine with the Foundation to upgrade protection to Level IV.
(adeptarmor.com)

Armor Express

New from Armor Express is the RAVEN
2.0, a modular tactical entry vest with integrated thermal management technology
from BODY ARMOR VENT®. The Raven

2.0 emphasizes comfort and control and
features Advanced Shoulder Pads (ASP)
with Routing Channel and Front and Rear
Integrated I.C.E.™ Ventilation System with
EVAP Technology™.
Its 360 degree Raschel Mesh construction includes a four fully adjustable,
streamlined shoulder strap system.
(armorexpress.com)

The
BlueRidge
Armor WMX6
has a tapered
lower which
improves
mobility in
narrow
passageways.

BlueRidge Armor, LLC

The VENGEANCE™ Series WMX6 IIIA
Ballistic Entry Shield by BlueRidge Armor
has been designed with direct input from
federal law enforcement agents. Features include the VENGEANCE Viewport
and the Elzetta Horizontal Handle system. The Viewport maintains a wide field
of sight when compared to standard rectangular viewports while enhancing lower
peripheral vision giving a clear forward
view of obstacles and trip hazards.
The BlueRidge Armor WMX6 is a
weapon mount upper shield platform
designed for maximum coverage with a
tapered lower which improves mobility in
narrow passageways. The WMX6 measures 20" x 34" and weighs only 14.5
pounds (with Viewport). It is NIJ 0108.01

Rated IIIA and Special Threat tested.
(blueridgearmor.com)

BODY ARMOR VENT

BODY ARMOR VENT’s B-24 Custom
Fit Kit, available in three sizes, is designed
to be a make your own BODY ARMOR
VENT custom cut to fit your specific tactical gear.
The B-24 panels feature evaporation
and ventilation technology. EVAP is the
continuous air flow between your body
and your gear. Air flow around and through
the panel is driven as the hot air expands

THE ELSAG® VPH900
LPR SOLUTION SAVES
TIME AND MONEY

The low-cost video camera LPR solution
Every agency, regardless of size, can beneﬁt from our affordable LPR solution, the ELSAG® VPH900, which brings substantial
efﬁciencies to law enforcement for interdiction and investigations. We’ll bundle our LPR software with the appropriate standard
IP video cameras for your needs to create a budget-friendly LPR solution. Monthly subscriptions starting at $315.

Made in the USA
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Fiber Brokers International, LLC

Hardwire®, LLC has recently armored a patrol boat with a modular tactical shield
barrier which can be assembled and disassembled with ease.
and your own body movement provides
the air flow which then produces evaporative cooling.
BODY ARMOR VENT’s foam filled, vertical air channels force air flow upwards
and also through horizontal vent holes
to enable true evaporation of sweat from
behind your gear. (bodyarmorvent.com)

BulletSafe

New to the BulletSafe lineup, and designed specifically for BulletSafe vests,
the Tactical Plate Carrier is perfectly compatible with BulletSafe’s American-made,
NIJ-certified, 10" x 12", 7.5 pound Level IV

Armored Plates. The Tactical Plate Carrier
features robust front and back plate carrier pockets complete with top side, hook
and loop closures.
The one-size-fits-most BulletSafe Tactical Plate Carrier also features a 600
denier polyester and neoprene construction; a padded interior; adjustable, nonslip
shoulder pads; and adjustable, padded
waist straps. A drag handle is included for
easy carry or emergency extraction. The
vest’s front and rear hook and loop areas
and MOLLE straps provide mounting surfaces for patches, identification and other
accessories. (bulletsafe.com)

Fiber Brokers International continues to
provide secure destruction and environmentally safe disposal of personal protective equipment. They provide law enforcement agencies with an easy way to
securely decommission, deconstruct and
recycle their expired body armor. They’ve
also established relationships with manufacturing companies, recycling organizations, environmental organizations,
community organizations, and the NIJ,
ensuring that the materials they receive
are disposed of properly and responsibly
while creating a positive impact within the
community.
Due to disposal issues related to ballistic body armor, they honor strict material
logging and tracking methods for aged
soft body armor and other sensitive ballistic materials. (fiberbrokers.com)

Hardwire®, LLC

Hardwire, LLC has recently armored a
patrol boat for the Maryland DNR with a
modular tactical shield barrier which can
be assembled and disassembled with
ease. The engineers at Hardwire designed and installed eight feet of lower

$299.00

$84.00
...$390.00

$330.00
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viewing capabilities while the mounted
platform on each side allows the operator to position their weapon for optimum
firing position. The Vanguard measures
20" x 30" (with viewport) and weighs 14.4
pounds. (pointblankenterprises.com)

Ring Power Corporation

The new Origin allows users to adapt the system according to the immediate
threat level through interchangeable components.
gunnel armor panels on the port and starboard bow; 12 removable upper gunner
police shields for higher bow protection;
three center console panels for crew and
driver protection; and a storage box for all
the assemblies to stow away in the bow
area. The angled gunner shield design
offers aerodynamic sailing and overhead
coverage. The reconfigurable nature of
the shields and brackets offers versatility
to the design as well as access to the dock
when removed. All of the installed armor is
NIJ Level III protection.
Hardwire also has the distinction of being the first company to armor an electric
vehicle. Featured at the 2022 New York
International Automobile Show, the NYPD
2022 Mustang GT Mach-E is a fully electric, all-wheel-drive vehicle equipped with
Hardwire ballistic door panels and window inserts on both driver and passenger
doors. The new NYPD armored electric
fleet of 100 cars is currently in service.
(hardwirellc.com)

does not interfere with equipment, movement and gas masks.
The Origin system includes numerous
components such as ballistic mantle, telescopic bicep deltoid, MOLLE compatible
panels, adjustable cummerbund, belt system, three-part thigh protection, posterior
protection, and more.
Also new is the Vanguard ballistic shield
which provides Level III protection and is
available in three shapes. A wide, rectangular shaped viewport provides improved

The Rook, fabricated by Ring Power
Corporation, is a tracked armored vehicle which utilizes mission-specific attachments.
The Rook’s newly upgraded Armored
Deployment Platform (ADP) now provides entry into a three-story structure
while providing NIJ Level IV armor protection.
The ADP is one of four attachments
which come standard with The Rook and
has always supported second-story entry
from the floor of the platform. The new improvements have added a ladder system
and rooftop platform, enabling officers to
make third-story entry by climbing to the
rooftop of the ADP.
The ADP includes a sloping, partial roof
cover and a floor-to-roof front shield. The
shield features sliding center doors and
bat wing doors on the outer edges, plus
independent power for two Golights. The
ADP provides room for up to four officers
and is equipped with two locking gun ports,
four 5" x 9" sliding gun ports, six ballistic
glass sight ports, and wireless video cameras with video feed to the equipment operator. (therook.ringpower.com) P&SN

Point Blank Body Armor

The new Origin by PARACLETE® is a
body armor tactical platform which is scalable, modular and designed to “armor
up” from concealable to full tactical. The
Origin allows users to adapt the system
according to the immediate threat level
through interchangeable components.
The Origin Ballistic Mantle is the foundation of this platform. The ultra-low profile ballistic throat protector is designed
to be quickly deployed or stowed at the
low ready while you have your gear on.
This design offers ballistic coverage which
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When the Armored Deployment Platform is mounted on The Rook, the operator
can raise it to 11 feet.

New Resource Hub for Law Enforcement
On April 27, 2022,
the Department of
Justice announced the
creation of the National Law Enforcement
Knowledge Lab, a free
training, technical assistance and resource
hub for law enforcement designed to promote constitutional policing, improve
public safety, and build trust in communities across the country. Agencies will be
able to turn to the Knowledge Lab for free, voluntary resources, including research
summaries, profiles of best practices, training curricula, and a roster of constitutional policing experts to support their needs. The Knowledge Lab is managed by
the Bureau of Justice Assistance through a partnership with the National Policing
Institute, in collaboration with 21st Century Policing Solutions and a diverse cohort
of policing experts from across the country. It is intended to grow and adapt over
time to meet the needs of law enforcement agencies and communities.
For more information on the Knowledge Lab, visit https://leknowledgelab.org/

Preventing Attacks
Using Targeted Violence
Manifestos
Published by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), this article argues
that written and spoken communications
authored and leaked by lone perpetrators who actively plan and prepare targeted violence can be utilized to prevent
destructive attacks. Targeted violence
refers to intended attacks by an offender who preselects one or more targets,
such as people at a specific location in
a public setting (e.g., school, workplace,
concert).
A copy of the article can be found at
https://tinyurl.com/bdaxkw78

WEAR PINK
H E L P WO M E N N OW
WITH PINK
BREAST CANCER
AWA R E N E S S
BA D G E S F R O M
S M I T H & WA R R E N
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NATIONAL BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION
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Active Shooter Preparation: Lessons Learned
JON BECKER

ÖäáîáßáêðÝßðåòáïäëëðáîáòáêðïåêÄñĞÝèëÐÛÝêà×òÝèàáÖÚäÝòáëêßáÝãÝåêàîåòáêéÝêõ
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A

s agencies are considering these
FDSDELOLWLHV WKH\ IUHTXHQWO\ ÀQG
themselves at a crossroads between choosing equipment and
building a program. Attempting
to select the proper equipment, as well
DV GHWHUPLQLQJ D ÀHOGLQJ PHWKRGRORJ\
for this equipment and gear, can lead
to confusion and frustration. In some
cases, this results in agencies losing
their momentum and never completing
their programs or, worse yet, making the Capability, not equipment, is what
same mistakes as those who have gone saves lives during an active shooter
before them. In the past three decades, situation.
we have worked with numerous agencies in helping them prepare for active can be a trap, but equipment alone does
shooter response. As a result, we have not provide capability. Capability means
collected a series of lessons learned and not only having the tools and equipment
effective strategies employed by those necessary to accomplish an objective,
with successful programs. The purpose but also having the knowledge and proof this article is to pass along ten of these cesses in place for effective use. When
lessons in hopes that it will assist others considering what equipment to purchase,
in developing an effective program while ÀUVWFRQVLGHUZKDW\RXZLOOEHDEOHWRWUDLQ
avoiding the mistakes made by other RIÀFHUVWRXVHDQGUHWDLQWKHLUVNLOO7RRRIten, agencies buy equipment (gas masks
agencies.
DUHDJRRGH[DPSOH ZKLFKWKH\ÀHOGEXW
then do not consistently train or maintain.
Lesson Learned #1:
The result of this is often that, when an ofEquipment Does Not Equal
ÀFHUQHHGVWKHFDSDELOLW\KHVKHGRHVQ·W
Capability
have the requisite knowledge to use it or
When beginning a new program, it is the equipment is in poor working order.
essential to consider what capabilities Capability is what saves people in an
the agency needs to have in place. While active shooter situation, not equipment.
agencies often tend to think in terms of So, step one is to build a sustainable apequipment rather than capabilities, this proach which you will be able to maintain.
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Lesson Learned #2:

Use a Cadre Approach for Building
Technical Skills
The skill set required of the modern
SROLFH RIÀFHU LV EURDG DQG FRQWLQXDOO\
growing. When combined with shrinking training budgets, maintaining even
basic skills has become an issue. As
a result, trying to add specialized new
skills for unusual events (e.g., mechanical breaching, ballistic shields, etc.)
presents a real challenge. Of course,
this is not just a problem for patrol units.
(YHQ WKH ZRUOG·V PRVW HOLWH FRXQWHUWHUURULVP XQLWV ÀQG LW FKDOOHQJLQJ WR PDLQtain expertise through such a broad set
of skills. What elite units do – and what
patrol units do not do – is divide up their
skill sets among their personnel and
train Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) by
specialized cadres. Simply put, there is
too much for any single person to know.
Fortunately, in these situations, it is only
necessary that someone on the team
have the skills and equipment, not that
everyone has them. As a result, even in
WLHU RQH XQLWV \RX ZLOO ÀQG D EUHDFKLQJ
cadre, a sniper cadre, a climbing cadre, etc. This approach allows them to
have insightful knowledge spread widely
across the team and ensures that there
is always a subject matter expert on
hand for any situation. There is no reason this approach cannot be used for ac-

tive shooter preparedness in patrol units. After all, it is already in use for
other areas of expertise like drug recognition, accident investigation, etc.

Lesson Learned #3:

People Do What Is Inspected, Not What Is Expected
For equipment to be effective, it must be present at the event and in good
ZRUNLQJRUGHU7RRRIWHQZLWKVSHFLDOL]HGHTXLSPHQWLWLVÀHOGHGRQFHDQG
forgotten about by the agency. The result is its eventual loss and the almost
LPPHGLDWH ORVV RI FDSDELOLW\ :KHQ QHZ JHDU LV ÀHOGHG HYHU\RQH LQLWLDOO\
takes care of this equipment and carries it with them on every shift. But,
over time, it gets left in the trunk of the car, then in the locker room and,
ÀQDOO\LWJHWVORVWLQDFORVHW7KHÀHOGLQJRI:0'HTXLSPHQWIROORZLQJ
ZDV D SHUIHFW H[DPSOH RI WKLV$JHQFLHV ZHUH GRLQJ UHJXODU JDV PDVN ÀW
tests, WMD equipment was being replaced on a timeline, and training was
done annually. Twenty years later, almost no one is still conducting these
inspections and the WMD equipment is nowhere to be found. If you want
\RXUDJHQF\WRKDYHVSHFLÀFHTXLSPHQWZKHQDQHYHQWRFFXUVLWPXVWEH
ÀHOGHGLQDZD\ZKLFKUHTXLUHVWKHHTXLSPHQWWREHFDUULHGDQGFDUHGIRU
To date, the only approach which we have seen work is to randomly inspect
equipment and to unexpectedly require the equipment to be at training and
TXDOLÀFDWLRQV

Lesson Learned #4:

Field Systems, Not Equipment
$QRWKHUDUHDZKHUHZHVHHPLVWDNHVLVWKHZD\LQZKLFKDJHQFLHVÀHOG
HTXLSPHQW :KHQ ÀHOGLQJ PXOWLSOH SLHFHV RI HTXLSPHQW \RX QHHG WR NLW
and deliver them as a system rather than as a random collection. Fielding
equipment as systems (with organization and storage built in) provides clear
guidance on how the equipment should be carried and allows the agency
to ensure rapid deployment and ease of inspection. No one carries a PB&J
sandwich as a bag of peanut butter, a bag of jelly, a knife, and two slices of
bread, yet this is the approach some agencies take with equipment when
preparing for active shooters. They issue a plate carrier, two plates, magazine pouches, and a helmet, but do not take the time to assemble the
equipment or to put it into a bag or case to facilitate deployment. Something
as simple as a proper gear bag, preassembly, and training on deployment
makes a big difference. This is especially true for items like plate racks and
KHOPHWVZKLFKZLOOQHHGWREHGRQQHGTXLFNO\7DNLQJWKHWLPHWRÀHOGDFWLYH
shooter sets will deliver capability and help maintain these systems.

Lesson Learned #5:

Whenever Possible,
Issue Equipment Individually
The fastest way to ensure
that gear is well cared for and
available when needed is to
issue the equipment individually to everyone on the team.
By contrast, equipment that is
“team issued” or “assigned to
vehicles” has no one person Strive to issue equipment individually
accountable for it. As a result, to everyone on the team.
it tends to get lost, fall into
disrepair or be left behind. By individually issuing equipment, you create
a single point of responsibility which promotes readiness. You also ensure
WKDWWKHHTXLSPHQWSURSHUO\ÀWVWKHXVHUDQGFUHDWHVDQLQFHQWLYHIRUWKHP
to learn about and train with their equipment. This can be counterintuitive
for some agencies because it seems like it will cost more. But, any agency
which issues police cars to individuals rather than pooling them can tell you
WKDW WKHLU ÁHHW ODVWV PXFK ORQJHU DQG LV EHWWHU FDUHG IRU DQG WKH SURJUDP
pays for itself.

The Debrief with
Jon Becker Podcast
What does it mean to lead an elite team? Is
greatness born through tending to the culture
of the team or does it stem from how individuals are trained to behave under pressure? What
strategies allow law enforcement and tactical unit
commanders to remain collected and in control in
VRPH RI WKH ZRUOG·V PRVW GDQJHURXV VLWXDWLRQV"
And, what can we learn from them in order to become better leaders ourselves?
These are just some of the questions Jon Becker and his guests are addressing in The Debrief,
a newly released podcast which looks at leadership through the eyes of current and retired law
enforcement, military and tactical team leaders.
From stories and experiences on the job to ruminations on accountability, psychology, history, and
$PHULFDQ FXOWXUH 7KH 'HEULHI·V JRDO LV WR PDNH
us all better leaders, better thinkers and better
people.
The host of The Debrief is Jon Becker. Jon is
the founder of AARDVARK Tactical, the creator of
PROJECT7 armor, and an attorney admitted for
practice in California. After founding AARDVARK
Tactical as a rock climbing distributor, Jon went
on to grow AARDVARK into one of the top manufacturers, integrators and distributors of tactical
equipment in the world. Over the past three decades, Jon has had the opportunity to work with
many of the top tactical units in the world.
During this time, Jon has cultivated a deep
understanding of the skills, self-discipline, knowledge, and motivation required to lead an elite
WHDP²DQGLW·VFOHDUWKDWKLVJXHVWVKDYHDVZHOO
With an impressive lineup of individuals who have
spent their careers putting their lives on the line,
The Debrief is not only a podcast about tactical
unit commanders, but it is also intended for anyone who is interested in leading like the elite.
In the two part series premier, Jon sits down
with the late Charles “Sid” Heal, the special tactics
legend, former Marine CWO5 and retired ComPDQGHUDWWKH/$&RXQW\6KHULII·V'HSDUWPHQWWR
GLVFXVV6LG·VH[SHULHQFHKLVZRUNRQWDFWLFDOVFLence and some of the most important habits and
traits for leaders to cultivate.
With new episodes every other week, The Debrief is bringing together leaders from all spheres
WR OHDUQ IURP LQGLYLGXDOV ZKR OHDG XQGHU ÀUH
You can listen to The Debrief with Jon Becker
on the Web site, thedebrief.live; on YouTube at
https://tinyurl.com/yr89ehc2; on Spotify at
https://tinyurl.com/ykrcnske; on Apple® at
https://tinyurl.com/mr432un3; or anywhere
you get your podcasts.
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Continued from page 37

Lesson Learned #6:

at the incident in the hands of a forward
deployed user.

Of course, issuing equipment to individuals is not always possible. For
some items, it may not be affordable
or practical to individually issue, such
as breaching tools or ballistic shields.
However, in these instances, it is critical to make sure that the equipment is
staged so that it will be available when
needed most. Locating equipment in an
armory or station locker usually makes
it unavailable when required. This may
also be true of fielding equipment in supervisors’ cars. While it makes sense at
first glance to put the breaching tools
in the sergeant’s car, if the sergeant is
usually at the station or will be tasked
with setting up an offsite command post,
then the tools will not be immediately
available. Instead, it may make more
sense to spread the required team gear
through the fleet of officers’ or deputies’
cars and ensure there are multiple sets
fielded per shift. This will ensure there is
always specialized equipment arriving

Lesson Learned #7:

Make Sure “Team Equipment” Is
Forward Deployed

Issue Everyone Active Shooter Kits

Apart from rifles and ammunition, the
most important equipment component for
an active shooter capability is armor. Because of the increased risk in responding
to an active shooter, the goal should be
to increase both the coverage area and
threat protection of the responding officers’ armor. This means not only providing a ballistic helmet, but also providing a
plate carrier with appropriate rifle plates.
The best approach will be to issue each
officer an Active Shooter Kit which contains their ballistic helmet; a plate carrier;
appropriately installed rifle plates (see
below); additional loaded magazines for
their rifles in a pouch or kangaroo system;
a personal Individual First Aid Kit (IFAK)
located on the plate carrier; appropriate
(and large) ID panels for the plate carrier; and a carrying bag to house the entire
system. It is essential that this system be
completely assembled and stored in a
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CONSULTING, INC
We Rescue Law Enforcement Property Rooms

What skeletons lie in your
evidence room?

Chief Michael Miller
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evidence function.
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Toll Free:
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38

P&SN • July/August 2022

ZERO

“ready to deploy” configuration. If there is
assembly required in the field, if the system takes longer than a few seconds to
deploy, or if the equipment is issued in an
ad hoc fashion, it may be left behind when
the officer is responding to the event. It
is also essential that officers understand
and train with this system regularly so that
it is second nature to install when their
heart rate and adrenaline are maxed out.

Lesson Learned #8:

Keep It Simple and Certified for
Rifle Plates

The likelihood of an active shooter utilizing a rifle is high. According to the FBI’s
Active Shooter Incidents 20-Year Review,
2000-2019, one third of active shooters
use a rifle. Moreover, because these
events are usually preplanned (often for
months), the likelihood of encountering
AP or high penetration ammunition (e.g.,
M855 Green Tip rounds) is higher than it
is for normal tactical operations. As a result, the selection of a plate becomes critical. The options in ballistic plates these
days are myriad. There are a wide variety of ballistic materials (HDPE, ceramic,
steel, etc.), NIJ compliant and noncompliant options, stand-alone and ICW plates,
etc. For most agencies, the best solution
for active shooter response is to purchase
Level IV, stand-alone, ceramic, NIJ compliant plates from a mainstream domestic manufacturer. The rationale for this
is that Level IV plates, although heavier,
can stop virtually all common high threat
rounds. Because active shooter incidents
are short in duration, the added weight of
a Level IV plate is less of a concern. Sticking with stand-alone plates rather than
plates which work In Conjunction With
(ICW) soft armor is important because
some responders to an active shooter incident (e.g., narcotics, detectives,
etc.) may not be wearing soft armor and,
therefore, would not be protected by ICW
options. Sticking with domestically made
and NIJ compliant options ensures quality. One added benefit to Level IV plates is
that they are usually less expensive than
Level III options because of the ubiquity
of the ceramic used in them.

Lesson Learned #9:

Zero Bullet Company, Inc.

P.O. Box 1188 • Cullman, AL 35056
Tel: 256-739-1606 • Fax: 256-739-4683

Toll Free: 800-545-9376
www.zerobullets.com

Hemorrhage Control and Field Mass
Casualty Bags

The first mission after “stopping the killing” is, of course, “stopping the dying” and
the key to that in mass casualty situations
is hemorrhage control. There are numerous stories of people being saved in mass
casualty events since the national “stop

IN MEMORY OF

Charles “Sid” Heal

1950-2022

We recently lost a hero to everyone in the tactical community, Charles “Sid” Heal.
Sid served his country and his community in the USMC and LASD for almost his
entire life. He was truly a Warrior Poet and taught something to everyone he met. AlWKRXJKLWLVGLIÀFXOWWRFRQGHQVH\HDUVRIJUHDWQHVVLQWRDFRXSOHRISDUDJUDSKV
LWLVQRWDQH[DJJHUDWLRQWRVD\WKDW6LG·VZRUNKDVDIIHFWHGWKHOLYHVRIHYHU\RQH
ZRUNLQJLQVSHFLDOWDFWLFV
$ UHWLUHG &:2 LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWH 0DULQH &RUSV 6LG VHUYHG QXPHURXV FRPEDW GHSOR\PHQWV LQFOXGLQJ WKH 9LHWQDP :DU WKH *XOI :DU DQG 2SHUDWLRQ 8QLWHG
6KLHOGLQ6RPDOLD6LGZDVDOVRDUHWLUHG&RPPDQGHUIURPWKH/$&RXQW\6KHULII·V
'HSDUWPHQWZKHUHKHZRUNHGLQWKH6SHFLDO(QIRUFHPHQW%XUHDXWKH(PHUJHQF\
2SHUDWLRQV%XUHDX7HFKQRORJ\DQGDZLGHYDULHW\RIRWKHUDVVLJQPHQWV6LGKDG
WZRPDVWHU·VGHJUHHVZDVDJUDGXDWHRIWKH)%,1DWLRQDO$FDGHP\DQGZDVRQH
RI WKH PRVW SUROLÀF DXWKRUV RQ WDFWLFDO WRSLFV KDYLQJ DXWKRUHG WKUHH ERRNV DQG
KXQGUHGVRIDUWLFOHV,QDGGLWLRQKHKDGWKHXQLTXHGLVWLQFWLRQRIWHDFKLQJDWDOORI
WKH8QLWHG6WDWHV:DU&ROOHJHVVHUYLQJDVDVHFWLRQKHDGIRUWKH1DWLRQDO7DFWLFDO
2IÀFHUV$VVRFLDWLRQ DQG VHUYLQJ DV WKH SUHVLGHQW RI WKH &DOLIRUQLD$VVRFLDWLRQ RI
7DFWLFDO2IÀFHUV
0RVWRIDOO6LGZDVDWHDFKHUDQGDPHQWRUWRWZRJHQHUDWLRQVRIWDFWLFDORSHUDWRUVDOORYHUWKHZRUOGKDYLQJSHUVRQDOO\LQVWUXFWHGWHQVRIWKRXVDQGVRIVWXGHQWVLQ
KLVFDUHHU+LVZRUNZLWKÁDVKEDQJVDQGOHVVOHWKDOPXQLWLRQVVKDSHGWKHZD\ERWK
ODZHQIRUFHPHQWDQGPLOLWDU\RSHUDWRUVXWLOL]HDQGFRQFHLYHRIWKHVHWRROV+LVZRUN
LQWDFWLFDOVFLHQFHDORQJVLGH&RO7LP$QGHUVRQDQG&DSW5LFKDUG2GHQWKDOIXVHG
WKHGRFWULQHVRIPLOLWDU\VFLHQFHZLWKPRGHUQODZHQIRUFHPHQWDQGSURGXFHGDQHZ
ZD\´WRWKLQNµDERXWWDFWLFDOVLWXDWLRQV
6LGZDVDOVRDGHYRWHGKXVEDQGWR/LQGDIRU\HDUVDORYLQJIDWKHUWRÀYHFKLOdren and a doting grandfather to 16 grandchildren.

WKH EOHHGµ FDPSDLJQ DQG 7&&&7(06 SUDFWLFHV EHJDQ 2QH RI WKH NH\ OHVVRQV LV WKDW IRU KHPRUUKDJH
FRQWURO HTXLSPHQW WR EH HIIHFWLYH LW PXVW EH SOHQWLIXO
HDV\WRDFFHVVDQGHDV\WRGLVSHUVH)RUWKLVUHDVRQ
ZH DUH VHHLQJ PRUH DJHQFLHV ÀHOGLQJ PDVV FDVXDOW\
EDJVZKLFKFRQWDLQQXPHURXVVHSDUDWH´WKURZEDJVµLQ
WKHP:KLOHH[DFWFRPSRVLWLRQZLOOYDU\WKH\DOOXVXDOO\
FRQWDLQ D WRXUQLTXHW UROOHG RU =)ROG *DX]H D FRPSUHVVLRQEDQGDJHDQGVRPHWLPHVDFKHVWVHDORUKHPRVWDWLF JDX]H (DFK EDJ LV VHSDUDWHO\ SDFNDJHG VR
WKDWLWFDQEHWKURZQRUGURSSHGWRLQMXUHGSDUWLHVTXLFNO\DOORZLQJVLPXOWDQHRXVWUHDWPHQWRIODUJHJURXSV7KH
WKURZEDJVDUHWKHQSDFNHGLQWRDODUJHEULJKWO\FRORUHG
GXIIHORUEDFNSDFNIRUHDVHRIFDUU\LQJ7KLVPHWKRGROogy allows a single tactical medic to manage several
SDWLHQWVE\LQVWUXFWLQJWKHPRUE\VWDQGHUVKRZWRDSSO\WRXUQLTXHWVRUJDX]H7KLVDOVRDOORZVWKHPHGLFWR
IRFXVKLVKHUDWWHQWLRQRQWKHPRVWVHYHUHFDVHV
0DVV FDVXDOW\ EDJV VKRXOG DOVR FRQWDLQ HTXLSPHQW
WR PRYH YLFWLPV TXLFNO\ DQG VDIHO\$ FRPPRQ WKHPH
DWGHEULHIVIURPPDVVVKRRWLQJHYHQWVLVWKHGLIÀFXOW\
LQPRYLQJYLFWLPV:KHWKHUWKDW·VVLPSO\PRYLQJWKHP
RIIWKH;RUJHWWLQJWKHPWRFDUHODUJHDQGKHDY\SHRSOHFRYHUHGLQVOLSSHU\EORRGSURYLGHDPXFKJUHDWHU
FKDOOHQJHWKDQH[SHFWHG$VDUHVXOWLWLVLPSRUWDQWWR
SUHSDUH DKHDG RI WLPH IRU WKHVH FKDOOHQJHV DQG ÀHOG
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQHTXLSPHQWOLNHGLVSRVDEOHOLWWHUV6NHG®
VOHGVRUGUDJVOLQJVLQ\RXUPDVVFDVXDOW\EDJV7REH
HIIHFWLYHLWLVHVVHQWLDOWKDWWKHVHNLWVDUHDYDLODEOHLQ
TXDQWLW\DQGIRUZDUGGHSOR\HGDWWKHVFHQH7RDFFRPSOLVKWKLVLWLVZLVHWRÀHOGWKHPLQODUJHQXPEHUVDQG
LQWRDOOSDWUROXQLWVVXSHUYLVRUV·FDUVWDFWLFDOYHKLFOHV
DQGLISRVVLEOHÀUHYHKLFOHV
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Teams should be properly equipped
and capable of breaching many doors.

Lesson Learned #10:

Be Prepared to Breach Doors – a
LOT of Doors

DEPARTMENT &

AGENCY DISCOUNTS

OF 25%

OR MORE!

PLACE YOUR

ORDER TODAY!

Another common theme in after actions
from active shooter events is the difficulty
posed by locked doors. While breaching
is an integral part of tactical work, that
is usually not the case for patrol assignments. Yet, to reach victims or a suspect
who is behind locked doors, a rescue
team must have a robust breaching capability. This capability must include the
ability to breach fortified secure doors like
those in schools, pharmacies and warehouses. Whether this capability comes
from mechanical tools, a Kinetic Breaching Tool (KBT) or from shotgun breaching,
this is not a skill which can be acquired on
the day of the event. Rather, it requires
forward deployed tools and breaching expertise to prevent the rescue team from
becoming powerless by a locked door.

Conclusion

Perhaps the most frustrating part of incidents of active shooters is that we seem
to keep repeating the same mistakes
over and over. It seems that we start
from scratch each time and, rather than
preparing for the next incident, we just react to the last one. While the strategies
discussed herein are far from perfect and
may not work for all agencies, they can
hopefully form the basis for discussion
and planning within your agency. It is only
through learning from the mistakes of the
past that we will prevent the catastrophes
of the future. P&SN
Jon Becker is the Founder/CEO of
AARDVARK Tactical and the creator of
Project7 Armor. He is also the host of the
podcast, The Debrief with Jon Becker.
Mr. Becker has over 35 years of experience equipping and training tactical units
ranging from municipal and county law
enforcement agencies to federal, military
and international counterterrorism teams.
He can be reached at jbecker@aardvarktactical.com or by visiting thedebrief.live
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REAL STORIES OF GENUINE ABSURDITY

JAMES L. MCCLINTON, PH.D.
This sounds “hissssterical”… A 54-yearold woman from Vero Beach, Florida, was
arrested after crashing into multiple vehicles and throwing a fake rubber snake
at deputies. Investigators say the chase
began when the suspect intentionally hit
RQH RI WKH 0DUWLQ &RXQW\ 6KHULII·V 2IÀFH
YHKLFOHVDVVKHWULHGWRHYDGHDWUDIÀFVWRS
She led deputies on a 100 mph chase, hitting another patrol car and a civilian truck,
injuring the three people inside. When deputies approached the suspect, she threw a
fake snake at them. While the woman was
not injured, four people were transported
to the hospital with nonlife-threatening injuries. (She ended up making an asp out
of herself.)
'RQ·WZRUU\,I\RXGRQ·WKDYHWKHULJKW
FKDQJHORRNDURXQG²EULFNVDUHIUHH«
A man in Detroit was arrested and charged
with the illegal possession of guns. However, the federal agents who arrived at his
home with a search warrant were more
LQWHUHVWHG LQ KRZ KH PDGH D OLYLQJ 2IÀcials say he sold marijuana from a vending machine attached to his house, netting
$2,000 a day (according to the accused).
News sources reported that agents with
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms,
and Explosives had made purchases from
the machine to collect evidence before the
bust. (Change is inevitable – except from
this vending machine.)
´2ND\ VKRZ PH \RXU OLFHQVH DQG
UHJLVWUD«VD\ ZKDW"µ« When a San
)UDQFLVFR SROLFH RIÀFHU DSSURDFKHG DQ
idling car with its headlights off around
10:00 p.m., he observed that it was empty.
7KDW·V ZKHQ WKH FDU VXGGHQO\ PRYHG IRUward, crossed the intersection and came to
DVWRSZLWKLWVHPHUJHQF\ÁDVKHUVRQ$VLW
turned out, the AV, or Autonomous Vehicle,
was operated remotely by a company and
it was just trying to move into a safe posiWLRQEHIRUH\LHOGLQJWRRIÀFHUV´$QRIÀFHU
contacted [company] personnel and no citation was issued,” the company explained
in a statement. A maintenance team was
dispatched to take control of the vehicle. (It
ZRXOGKDYHEHHQDOLWWOHGLIÀFXOWLVVXLQJD
FLWDWLRQWRDGULYHUZKRZDVQ·WWKHUH)
,·OOKDYHDJUDSHVOXVKLHEDJRIFKLSV
GLPH EDJ RI ZHHG DQG VRPH PDJLF
PXVKURRPV« $ ´FRQYHQLHQFH VWRUHµ LQ

42

P&SN • July/August 2022

ÊáàëáïêĊðïñĞáîâîëéïðñìåàåðõ
äááêæëõïáòáîõéåêñðáëâåð
Like a scene from a Three Stooges movie, a man in Maine attempted to hide from
police by sitting in a chair and hiding under a blanket. Belfast police had been dispatched on the report of an intoxicated man causing a disturbance at a local bar.
When they arrived, they met up with the man and removed him from the property.
They also told him he would be arrested if he came back. A few hours later, a sergeant
with the department was checking the parking lot of the inn where he found someone
sitting in a chair and hiding under a blanket. When the sergeant pulled the blanket off,
he found the same man hiding under it. He was then taken into custody and charged
with criminal trespass. (Is this guy a moron? “Soitenly,” nyuk nyuk nyuk!)
a Lumberton, New Jersey, strip mall was
UHSRUWHGO\VHOOLQJPRUHWKDQ6FUDWFK2IIV
and cigarettes. The Burlington County
3URVHFXWRU·V 2IÀFH VDLG ´VKRSSHUVµ VXUrendered their cell phones to an armed
guard wearing body armor and were
scanned by handheld metal detectors before being shown into a back room. Afterwards, they could browse for marijuana,
edibles and psychedelic mushrooms with
colorful packages mimicking popular food
LWHPV VXFK DV ´&+((726®, LIFE SAVERS®, NERDS and SKITTLES®,” as well
as a Cocoa PEBBLES™ Krispy Bar which
featured a picture on the package of Fred
)OLQWVWRQHZLWKUHGH\HV7KHVWRUH·VRZQers were charged with possessing marijuana and psilocybin mushrooms, along
with other offenses. (The worst part of
the story…the besmirching of Fred FlintVWRQH·VFKDUDFWHU)
+LVZKROHOLIHVXGGHQO\ÁDVKHGEHIRUH KLV H\HV«IDFH QRVH HDUV DQG
VLQJHG KDLUOLQH« A resident in New
2UOHDQVZKRKDVKDGKLVWUXFNWDUJHWHG
in the past for smash-and-grab type robberies left a little surprise for would-be
WKLHYHVLQWKHIRUPRIDULJJHGÁDVKEDQJ
He set up his center console so that it
would trigger if someone tried to get into
it. A video shows the thief hanging out

through the broken window of the truck
when, suddenly, a bright explosion is
observed. Predictably, the thief made a
hasty exit and got back into the getaway
YHKLFOH DIWHU H[SHULHQFLQJ D ÁDVKEDQJ
ULJKWWRWKHIDFH7KHWUXFN·VRZQHUKDG
his windows smashed on six other occasions over the previous eight weeks
which is his reason for taking matters
into his own hands. (Perhaps including
a bright green dye pack may help with
future investigations.)
:RXOGQ·WLWEHVLPSOHUWRMXVWJHWD
MRE" A 60-year-old German man allegedly had himself vaccinated against
&29,'  WLPHV LQ LQ RUGHU WR VHOO
forged vaccination cards with real vaccine batch numbers to people not wanting to get vaccinated themselves. The
Magdeburg resident received the shots
at vaccination centers for months until
criminal police caught him. The suspect
was not detained, but is under investigation for unauthorized issuance of vaccination cards and document forgery.
3ROLFH FRQÀVFDWHG VHYHUDO EODQN YDFFLnation cards from him and initiated criminal proceedings. It was not immediately
clear what kind of impact the shots had
RQWKHPDQ·VSHUVRQDOKHDOWK And I was
worried about getting three.) P&SN
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